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,.' Highlights from International ,C:ervC\~ 
Conferences 196,1,,-1970 inclusive 

,'," .: 

]964 Conference, 
~. ," :'. 

Types of trav,eiers ~ ·'In:earlier-conferences ,qe hac:1, t3eciO.e(l, 
not to restrict , travelers to members of' the' neace'movement. 
Anyone of !?ersonal integrity who could benefit froJT\.the·experience 
:~an be: conside:t:ed. " Se,Jryas Statement expanded.. Recruitment of 
more'Matn,r9 +:r.:'tvelers recommended. 

fr.epar~ng Tr9V~]erS; "concentrate on confirrninq 'crp~li,9ant ':s, per'" 
sopal. l.nteqr1.ty ano, serious inter.e~ts. Ii Interview should hoth 
screen . and infor1T1--Autumn recrl,1i tmen t recoM !T1end.eil, Group Trans
portation" ~"!i;, T<1c.rk Ca,1TIPs en~~ouraa(.':.iI, ·'·T.nitiat.ion!'-lr.forrnative 

, . ,qiscussion qro\1P~ suqgeste(l.· , ' , 
~ " I', • • , . .J , 

Literatu~e &. Publicity~ T3etter di~tt'ib\t'tion' needec1.~~ ,includiric; 
translations. Aervas nasis.~ ~"hat is Rervas? ~ Peace nial:Y~ ~uck
sack, Open Door: ",ho are the Travelers: and neN' materials to be 
circulated. "Traveler/Open Door" relationship preferred :to, ;:nuest/ 
no~t". Formal Hospitality discourage(~. Tapes, FilMS & Slides 
be1ng e~lored., 

: . .~ . 

Open Doors:~ Groups 'as W~ll, as indiviC4uals~ cr~ss se~tion of' ?Op-
ulation; geographic C4istribution Recruit returned travelers~ " 
encourage ,host~ ... to, t;ravel. Contac.ts, netween Hosts neepe~~ Reqional 
~~eetings: Newslett~rs:' ~~oac:1.sheet:, ~istrl.butlhn of, Open Door Lists • 

. Open Door Lists: Stanilardization rep'oJ;":ted.~~(i:eounr1 satisfactorY' 
although subsequent reconsiderati?n poss.ib,l~~ J;>lanneo. 'rrips" and 
selected hosts discusser" an0, tahl¢CI because of organizational 
di~ficultios. neplacetnerlt ~f, Onehnoor Cprds,hy npqr! DoOr 'J1'orms 
re)ecteQ, as too, expensive. .. , ' 

Travellers, Reports ~ Value;"-clear~ lack deplore'd~ "post cards qood 
but. w~e,klv too of,ten: ~epo~t to ho~:t countries desirable but ' 
priority, 1s to home cornmi ttee. . ',; . . .... ,,;" 

Problems of Travellers! Overcrm-lded Schedule ~ IiCapi tal Ho?pinc:(' 
(earl1.er rul,1ng noted, requiring 4.-:'? o1:her o. D.s ~n sa,me, co.~ntry 
if"visiti~qcapital'7 , ':9as :the"ti~e .,G9meto reinforcethis,';,tule") ~ 
Out~yinq_ Hoa.ts (How, to encpu:r:aqe., \11.9.1. t~)'~ ~~tters, of Irt,troduction 
(Basic information notincluo-ef'-$ugq~!!3tfo1im .. on pne side, p~rsonal 
letter.~ OQ; _otller,L.., . ',' '! 

Finance,: 1961; Conference re'c~mmendati~n to:, c(')t1trihute, t6, 'Inter
natlo11a,l not",yet implemented. Pund raisinq,main .. s6u;-~e, list 
charges_and donations. "r~embership,: charqe '. to Rosts: hild un;fair. . . '. . '" . 

" , .,' . . . ' , . 
National COnU1t1tteeS'! ,T.TorRinq ,groups' riot only necessary'1:nit a 
matter of Servas Principle; correspondents' who prefer to to1ork 
a10ne disqouraqed. Could ask other organizations to· sen¢lQf',ficial 
re9resentat'ivB,S ,.:: but prefer 'inviting. 'individuals .Cotmnittees are 
autOnomous. but: sholllci:, avoid, becoroin~J too inde~)endent:.d • Responsi
bilities' for new develonment ''''ere assigned a'nd"achievements of 
Canada and Japan recoqnized. 
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International Structure: Lack of policy makinq power: decisions 
by concensus: need for wider representation: desirability of each 
branch appqinting an International Correspondent· insufficiency 
of dissemination of news .. to the Int~rnational Coordinator~ outies 
of International Coordinator and sugqe'ste~ Assistant· and possible 
.interim meetings ,,,e1::e discussed.' Nonu.nation of Kurt and/or Ulla 
'Schmid ClS ei th~r I.nternational Coordinator or"Assistant proposed.' 
Circulation of minutes fo~ ratification of dates suggestions'and 
planci was arrangl:!d. p'uplication of'the Broadsheet and Newsletter 
to be cpn tined. , ; 

: .... 
-' 

Co-operation with Other Orqan'izat'ions ~ Close co-operati,on approved 
but not merger. Sonnenber~:r, "Tork Camps, P.sperantis ts, ~tutual 
Welcome, and ~":1e Club de Demain to be investigated h:t,lt semi~offi~ial 
bodies avoided. Dis,tribution of the Peace Diary to such orqan-
'1 zationswas recommended'. ' , ' , " 

19'65 Conference 

National Reports: Africa I Canada, Holland, France, S\~eden I Rwi tzer
land, Japan, USi" Latin-A.rnerica, India, England, Germany, Austria 
&·;~~J:'~.iaY sUb'nii tted repor"ts, ":,<?st of ~hich were" encouraqinq. 

If. East/Nest 'Relatiors ~ I<:urt' Schmid \-las d,e~egated to eXl?lo!~, possible 
development of East Europe. 

III .'Co~ferel1ce' D~cisi'on Making Power: It was pronose'a that the Inter-
. national Conferences sta:.:tinq with the nex't ',ohe.'b~f qiven such power 
: ari4 ,resp·onsibilftY'.', Re'Cipients of miritites,'were asked to 'vote on 

:,;',this and': other i temn Hi' said.' minutes'. ' Dtlt1~s and limitations of 
International Coordinator re~ponsibili tV' outlined ." ' Pat Knowles to 
continue Pro Tern.. ' 

.~ ." .:. .~.' . '. ' , , : ~ :'.\ ," .',. " . 

Iii • Firlance~: ::aach'branch to contr:ibute 10% of rec~'!Pts~t6 Interna-::· 
tional •. Calendar year to'be used~ Audited balance" she:et to be 
included ,in ,Ne'oTsletter .... 

:,': :'; ',1 "','" "" ~; : ,'."': '.' " 
.... r. V." 'T'ravel'ers: Sever~l "6buntries 'us'e refer~es :f'or"~'creening, hut this 

,J is optional'; " u.s. 'Dio-data forms approved i~' back :fi'lled out, 
-: ' but Let.,:t:er of ~htroduction preferred. '. Secretary wnere Hvery , 
,~. '''grave o'ffencs ll is committed emould cancel .r..~~tter of Introduetion • 

VI. 

remove Host Lists and notify approving Secretary arid others. 
" Report Forms to: be, attached to Ro·stLists. Hosts who haven I t 
.; inswered'"citcular5-'should be listed with notation. Inter-view 

, .! shou~d' 'stre~:l's",wel:come of "Outlying Hosts ,. and pressure on city , 
, hc>s't's}/"plus 'n'atuie of relationship as rnerober of family' rather than 

'~:'(guest. '~~cruiting ret~:::ned travelers as hosts & helpers is 
-, 'sties'seel".' If'hosts agree" 3':day stay preferred to i' day.! 

": . " 

COQpe~ on with Student Travel Or anizations & Others: ~uccess 
. reported y U.S'., ·f)w1tze,r and' and Enqland--others urged to explore~ 
Other organizations."rnentioned--International Ham Hops: IYHA: Person 
to Person and I.F.L.' " 

," '. 
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'Decl sion maki "g,' ri"ght to :vote; Proposa I of. '65 Conterence to 9 i v~ future 
conferences·declsion making powers was approved. Each Branch sendIng one or 
more 1elegates has I vote. Definitions of "Branch", "Comm]ttee Secretary" and 
"Secretary" adopted. rviajority voting for al I d,?cisions Irurr not interrial matters 
nt a Dranch. Proposal for r.:eferendum on general policy matters voted down. 

R~SPO~S I b I Itt I es of ,nternat I ona I Coord; nator: '-Reso (uti on . unan i mou5 I y . adopted 
c~vering: a) Receipt of information from brandes; ~) publication in Newsletter 
"as nften as ne~essarY"i e) distri?ution of interesting develnpments; d) setting 
up new SecretarIes and Branches; e) prrwisiona"y approving,·ne-w·secretaries & 
Dranches pending next ~vnferencej f) receive % of Dranch total income to spend . 
,tn s·tatlonary, postage and neo~ssary trave(L; g)' receive Letters of lntr'oductinn 
frnm countries without Branches and travelers to &. from East Europe; h) receive 
Dranch stat 1st i cs; j) des i gnate representat i ves t" ,.,ther i nternati ona I ,.,rgani
zationsj k) cl'Vlrdinate annual conferenae & implement dGclsi~ns thE3Fenf; I) fore
going to supercede al I prior documents ~n subject. On basis ~f this Rcsolutivn 
KurT SChmid agrees to act as Internati,.,nal Coordinatnr~u~animous/y approv~d. 
r,y s:.e vote AssL~tant I.nternational Coordinator is approved. Reva K!ng unani
mously elected. 

Use .... t word "Peacebui Iders": Switzerland raised 'objection .... n grounds ')f 
neutrality-serva's shou·ld be "non alligned' to any ide"logy,.,r tendency, such as 
pacifism or other phi Josophies. "Intensive and seri.Jus discussion in which U.K. 
and U.S.A. p,.,lnted ,..ut historic.bas.is and importance of Peace Oiary etc. Others 
I nc I I ned to agree with' Sw I tzer I and. However,s f nce' ~roposa I was' inadequate I y 
reported, S~ltzerland was qsked to substitute oj~iginal statement. The next 

. morn'lng, the Swiss delegate announced that he was "unable to work with the 1966 
Conterence. '.' He thereforew i theirow. 

~" . . 

IV, National Reports: 16 o.:>untries del ivered ojr sent'reports. ?tatistlcs: were 
comp·i led. 

v. 

I. 

II. 

III. 

I V. 

East/West:' lans·:. Some progress-esp~c i a I I y Czech...>s I ovak i an guests i n Austria and 
at Conterence. special problems and arrangement.s rep~rted, jncluding 'necessity 
f .... r sponsorship by "some 'lfficial .>rganizaticn or t-Jurist agencyll of Eastern 

., trave I ers" who sh~u I d contact Secr.etar i es in. Host C.,Juntri es· for br i ef i ng, .1 nter

. vl.E;lW & plannj·ng. of tr.ip. 

. i 

1967 C~nference 

pecislon Making: l}ecisions.,Jf 1966 ConferenGere-:-affirmed •. 
.". - . 

Repons: I rlter·nat I ona I C',wnference stressed growth'-P'"'ob I em areas listed i F i nahc i a I 
Report. National Reports submitted ~y 16 Branchos. or areas, 4 Oranches nut ready. 

East/West Developments: Prllgress noted, espe~ial Iy in Czechoslovakia. Financial 
problems, necessity tor invitations; . importance of official reco9"it1on, exchange. 
vi~its-of specialists and reciprocity In general emphasized. 

Revised statement of Aims: Adopted· and ·submit.t~d to: peaceDlar'i';' 

v.. Po I I des and Proceedures for I mp I eme-ntat i ..>n: A. Trave I er. Gi Iter i a: I nterv i ~wer. . 
to assess benef i ts a,nd ab I II ty .. to prqf it; Repor.t forms ~.o .be·· .. suppTi ed'; host ques
tionalres; L.I •. to be kept by Hos.t if traveler Violates rtiles; lrifer-f'iatiunal 
Postal C~upons to be enclosed in traveler ·requests. n. Host Lists: EXOJpt where 

. not. used. cas In Japan l.. Ph'; lippines). Re.Jiable List~ to go to all·)era[lohes by May. 
If, n..)t reo3ived, appr~ving Secretary sti II gets tees, gives I.atest ayai lable list 
& signs letter to Host Secretary for updating. C. Orientation; Travelers t-J study 
~gfor~ +~~vpl linn. 

, ( . 
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to distribute orientation ~aterials. D. FORM 
"UNIFORMITY: All branches to send forms to I. C. based on
~amples, I.C. to prepare and dLstribute harmonious forms·of 
Host Application and Traveler Report in German, English, French, 
Russian, and Esperanto. E. PUBLICITY: Copies to go to l.C. 
- Activities have been described in National Reports. F. 
GROUP TRAVEL: Encouraged tho\l:gh individual travel preferred. 
Groups keptS'mall (under 20, if pos·sible). Techniques discussed. 

VI. RELATIONS WITH OTHE~ ORGANIZATIONS: Affiliation di~couro~ed _ 
cooperation enco~raged. Examples of,likely groups listed. . . ~. 

VII. PRIORITIES: Increasing International Sponsors & Financial 
Resources. 

1970 Conference : 
I. DECISION MAKING: 4:' Quorum: if le'ss mail votes solicited wit-h 

time limit. 

II. REPORTS:' I.C. Reports: 1150 letters answered '~ince 1967 
.~<' 

L ConfereBce; Donations'rec~~ved from USA, Switzerland~ and 
Austria; Two (2) new Inte~national Sponsors; As~t IC in 
Training - Progress in Fiji, Tan~nnia, Thailand, Sinapore,~ 
New Zealand, and Jamaica. Czechoslovakia out. National 
Reports summarized in statistics covering 23 areas. 

C' ,., r. 

III. EXPANSION INTO~EW COUNTRIES: discussed. 

IV. COOPERATION WITH OTHER ORGANIZATIONS: Progress r~ported. 

;V. PENDING MATTERS FROM PRIOR CONFERENCES : UNESCO status to 
be pursued. Visa requirements in ' India and East Europe 
discussed. Techniques for get~ingtra~eLere to raport 
sugge~ted. Plea for donations to I.C. Increase from 10% 
to 30% approved with, US 'at 15% to cover "'expenses of Asst, 
IC & countries who c'an r t afford full amount to pay what 
they can. Host List fees reported. 

VI. TRAVELER POLICIES & PROCEDURES: Split on whether £osts must 
accept unmarried couples. Travleri mustn't use'Servas for 
fund-raising. 5ecretaries to notify home cGuntry of strong 
leadership pot~nLl~le ~e~de~. Nonhom~-itays travels ~pproved on 

{tt normal basis. Local coordinators contacted only as last resprt. 

VII. HOSTS & HOST LISTS: Where number of hosts is limited,: other 
accommodation poSsibilities should be listed in,:'list. Breakfast 
& e'vening mea.l~ expected, :.inleB's J..:i.A,tsho\ls, contrary. Tra,,(eler 
Requests which canlt be accepted should be forwarded to other 
hosts~. so each h~st should haves. co,p~of his lOGal lis~. ,i~ 
there"lis no local, coordinator. Normal stays remaIns 2 days, 
but lists should indicate which hosts invite longer!~tays. ,., 

~. . ... . .... . -.-
VIII. t.C. TERMS OF OFFICE:' I'-C. & Asst I.C. to serve' 2 yea.rs - if 

must resignj mail b~llet - Regional toordinators listed. 

IX. GROtfP 'TRAVEL: List fe e s spli t. Ad v·antageJ3. &; probleIll,~, disc us sed. 
x. NEW BUSINESS: ,US & Japan have dues - paying members who ar~ 

ne i the r., host,s " , trav~ler s-, , ,0;':,_ yoJ..un t,ea rs •. ,.,Us~ ,oJ' .. g:Qn§_cie.n:~ t ous 
Ob j e'ctors appro.v ed.,,' " ' , 

At the Co'nferenae in 1965 or 1966, decifl'ioh wiE? made toestablis'h Intez:nl. 
Spons,ors f6'r Sery,as •. , ,:Criteria for such sponsors were also developed'.~· Inso
far as can~e determi~ed, thesedecision~ were not ~ritten into the Conferenc 

... 


