. SERVAS INTERNATIONAL CONFERENCE 1980

held aguﬂggnd Niketan Ashram,

Rangpur (Kawant), Gujarat, India, 27-31 DQE;

Representatives appointed to participate in bu51ness scssions:

Graham Thomas (Pres ident)
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Barbara Whitchead (Generzl Sccretary) o
Denise Waech (Assistant Treasurer and Switzerland)
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Noqwgl N
Gotefred R&gh
Malta N

Gordon Roberts
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Jagdish Paflkh R _ o s
Bhagwnnbhm. Shah (. B ; ‘ .
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Prabhaben Parikh =
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Kim Rikard Dell ...l °
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HINUTELS OF SIRVAS INTURNATIONAL CONFERZNCE HiLD AT ANAWD NIKETAN ASHRAM,
RANGPUR (KAFAWT) INDIA, DuCLMBER 7Lu to Z1st 1980

Saturday 27th Deczuber 1” 50,

T The pruceedings opencd at .30 with the singing of a devetional song
by Cthe sisters i the Ashircoa, A cercmeonial candle to mack the opening
of the conference was Jighicd by the President, Cealinm Thonas, who
then outlined the procodure Lhe sesglons would foilow. . Only avpointed

representatives wouid be aullowed to speak and vote, but other participants

could he present at any scssions as observers, or, if they wished, they
could plan their own disqusstorm and hold them elsewhere.

2. Havivallabh Tarcikh, secic i oi Servas (ndia and co-ordinator of tha
Southern sala rzpgion, Lch F » sathering about the origins, thirty two
years ago, of this ssehiowu, and uF h is acc piunue of Servas (Peacebuilders)
as a movement worliiig in the spirit of Gandhi. Servas India had now become
integrated with his owiu movement, which was to bring freedom from exploita-
tion for the ‘adivasl?®, the tribes oulside the Windu systen living in that
region.  The influence of him and his wife was such that eventually, people
pvecaie friendly, murders nearly ceased, and an Open Court was set up to
settle local disputes., Trrigation and improved agriculture changed the
face of ;ocie+v; credit co-operatives were started and people began to

-prosper.  Ignorance and injustice were sucu‘nhiully fought. 78% of India

ig rural, and it is there that progress musl be made. The nessage of

pnoolo's power' had been spread to other provinces, and a 'lifc education
school ! combined with practical work in the ashram hod ensured development
of crafls and skills which stayed in the local area. 1100 foreign friends
had visited the ashram, and so the work of peacebuilding spread to a wider
werld.: Havivallﬂbh‘thanked the participants for coming, and waseglid that
none were prevented by visa difficulties or expensea All the expenses of
the conference and the tour would ve bornc by Servas India.

%. Graham Thomas delivered greetings from absent friends, including Hartha

Simon, leva King, Lydia Jones, Jorge Zoppolo, Lirgitte Damsgaard, and
: a messspe of goodwill from Indira Gandhi, Prime Minister of India.
Sadness was shared at the death of Masuo Amano of Japan, and Bill Brown of
New Zealand, Servas secretaries who had died suddenly during the past vear.
Fifty pﬂrfir”'@nts‘among those present then introduced themselves and told
us something ol their activity in Servas. Twenty-one countries were repre-
sented, but some of the appointed delegates had not yet arrived.

b, Thn’hnnut.n of 197¢ conference hav1nw been previously distributed
- 3 &) x ! 3
‘were accepted and sig ned by the President. :

Sunday 28th Dec@mhev 1900

st g e snvrn . -

5. Groham Thowes, Prcsxdont of Servas International, addr essed the gather«
ing on “Ihe CGrowth of uervaﬁ‘,_nuothg extens.vely from the Brandt
Comnisgion Report “Nopth~bouth" o programme. for Survival’ as he thought

it had a special. Bearing on the task of Servas. He pointed out that the

nunber of hosts and travellers in relation to the population fijures was
far higher in.the i'North! than in the 'South’, and hoped that ways could

be found to inmprove the gffectivencss of Servas in bringing unde erstanding

betbiregaen Ho;tu and. south,; aend stre abthenlng the United Nations in its efforts

to cruate & better ecouomlc order and put an end to the arwms race.

6. DBorbara wWiitchead, General Secrctary of Servas International, then read
her report of Servas activity over the past two years, giving furtiher
evidence of the uneven dechopmént of the movewment in the world as a

wiole. 'There were coabacts in eighty~five countries; but vhereas thosec

in murope, North Amoeica, New Zealand and Japan had well organiscd groups

and many hosta, those in Bouth America, Africa, Indoncsia and Caribuean

Islands had fow hosts, and communication with them was difficult owing to

distances and unrcllablc postal services, while tlose in Baslern Zurope

presented political probloms as well - and it was just in the South and the

-

i
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Honday 29th December ‘ Sty R ' y

At the opening, Pantini Vora, an nshram sister, sang a devotional song,
the wmeaning of which was "Give strength to my mind, O Lord, that I may
do the right thing in the ripght spirit.” .

A statemenlt having been presented by Emilia A. Boikliev, it was decided
to recognise Servas llungary as a branch of Servas Internatlonal° Similar
recognition was accorded to Yu"oslav1a, Zambia and Ghana

RN O

Denise Waach, on behalf of the Treasurer Doris Lucher, presented an interinm
report, and said that accounts to the end of the year would be distributed
later. 72wo auditors, Chris Kibler and Rolf Schweizer, both well qualified,
were available from among the Swiss Servas hosts, and it was agreed that
they be avpointed. In reply to a guestion from the President, Denise
explained that owing to circumstances beyond our control, not all groups
are aale to contribute the 2C% of their income to the international fund.
The 'travsl pool' was started as an additional fund for the purpose of
ﬁbSlStanCu with fares to international conferences, but money for these .

may be draun from the general funds as well. References to 'fees' in the

Vhandbook were.queried by the Israel secretary, who said that in his coun-
" try the word 'contributions' would create fewer problems with the govern-
ment. It uao abxeed to con51der changing it when the handbook was rev1sed.

It Wa; agreed to: add certaln amendments to the Statutes, as follows- .

otatufe 2 Tle addreus of the seat of the association is changed to that ‘.

“i of Denise Waech Ceresstrasse 23, CH-8008 Z¥rich, Switzerland.

-”A&tatute 5: Fori mahlng 1mmed1ate decisions, a. worhlng comiuittee of Bxecutive

11.

members should be: formed, consisting of President, Vice-president, General
“Secretary, Treasurer and one Reglonal Co~ ordlnator app01nted by the
BExecutive Conmltteeg~‘x i

Statute 5@ The full fecufive'COmmittee'is extended to 15 members, to
include all Ieglopa; Co ordlnators, with powers to couopto

.foLatute\5. Added . to the/ sentence- "It can also make decisions oy corres-.-

pondenﬂe” 1s ”prov1ded that. all members of the Executive Committee are
“informed. S :

Statute 6'“Answers or views’ for d901olons by corresoondcnce shall be
‘recelvad ULthln two months from the date the proposition is sent out,
or they w:ll become v01d " is wdued to the first parag;aph.

‘IL was agreed to amend ceataln parts of the Handbooh as follows-b

‘page 5 = (IlI) should read ”The governing body of Servas is the Executive /4@

Committee elected at the International Counference which meets every
two years”gaunw1th added at the end of the paragraph, VAs far as

$pou51ble, the declslons of the conference and the Lxecutlve Comm1t~
tee ”blg?”pg on natlonal groups.? ‘

page 8 = (to:bevadﬁedJat the end of section 1) . :
' ~"quﬂHosts, For those who are not mhle. to offer overnlght accommo~
: davlon, DUt who would +like to help Servas travellers in other ways,
Cofe With- 1nformatlon, a guided tour, providing a meal, or just
"meetlng for a ‘friendly chat, it ds posslble to put tnelr name and
'detalls on the host llst as a 'Day Host'(column 1 of list)

‘page 10 (para Ba), the words “Unlted btates” should be omitted.

page 14 —()ara ?b) the words tLettors of Introductlon' should be used
instead of ”Apallcatlon formsit,

' (w ra 7a), ‘add at the end ‘‘Travellers who require further lists
dur ing: their journey should contact the approprlatc national secre-
| ‘tdry and bg prepared to pay the charges normal in that country.!

'()a "a Vc) add at the end “An individual charge may be made for
cach host lluL’ basod on 1ts size, and sufficient to cover the cost
of nm@dugtlon and postage“
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A further amendment was agreed to the uandbook - page 19 (para 4):
e secti-n on Jamaica, which was out of date, should bhe deleted.

It was agreed to standardise the use of the Servas emblem on all forms and
leajlets, and the format of the Letter of Introduction on the basis of the
Burcepean ohe. Standardised travel request forms were accepted in the.
format recommended by the Buropean conference of 1980, and symbols and
a001,v¢atjons used in host lists were to be uniform.

With regaird to incoming fravellers, it was agreed that on page 14 of the
Handbook, the second part of para 7b, from 'and the third copy..' onwards,
should be deleted. It was agreed that tlhie sccretary of Servas Isracl
should be notified of travellere going to that country, and that in the
case of any travellers approvad outside theilr own country, a copy of their
Letter of Introduction should be scnt to their country of origin. Hethods
of discovering how many travdllars visited cach host were discussed, and

-no completely satisfactory one wus. found. Some groups felt that the

statistics of 1ncon1ng travelierb were not worth the extra trouble of
obtaining them. - :

It was agreed in prlnclple to try to set up an offlce in London to assist
Servas Iingland, Scotland and Wales and some aspects of Ruropean co»ordlnau
tion, and that the Handbook bage 3 should be amended to read ‘Meeting
11nanq1an commltments to Servas Internatlonal insofar as possible, with

A Qﬂl i Rrw or more - of traveller contrlbutlons, incldding the expenses
g 2 b

for Regional Co~ ordinators where nuccssary." To page 5, parqe4, shiould

- be added Yespccially to help foster Servas in developing parts of the .

S world¥y, and in para.5, the amount of £25 should -be amended to g50 for the

. gake of consistency. "It ‘was .agreed that the, Executive Committee should
ldéecuds  on the aiount .0of. contributions: requlrud from Servas International

for “he London office. It was suggested that Scandinavian fecs and char-
ger wWere excessively low, and that travellers should invariably be inter..
vicwed before approval; but after hearing explanations by Ilemining Holm

“Larpen .ang Inber Amundsen, ‘it was d001dcd to glve thesc qucutlons further

cons ;doratlon at 2 late ‘date,:jf‘

A
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?eoorfu were- preéunied by the parallel -sessions holding dlscu531ons on the
previous two days.. They stressed the aims of peace and world unity, and

~~'recommcnded that travellers should be:more conscientious about advance
“notice; work. sharing, and .discussion of peace .issues.  On host lists, the

nuinber cf visitors a host has rcceived should be included, and indication
whether, & host is willing to offer a long r. stay than two days. (This is

';;already dono on,sever,l host ligts. ) Some wanted the 'Servas Passport!

’fwas be tp? to risk aendlng a wrong

de nlvq“ _iw,',ifth'ownor's photograph and life history
:31@ that. “trust hosts placed in travellers had a good
fay) ch&t theso should be carefully approved

. t‘aveller than turn down a good one.
The parwllel scssions ‘also” submltted “the 10110w1ng sugweetlon.'"In ordexr
to encourage membership from all gcononmic classes, partlcularly to in-
crease partlclpatmon of “lower ‘income - groups, the Handbook wording .on page
Ve mlght be amende& «ﬂeletlng 'providing some meals' .and changing 'lodging!
to tshelter %y op; pagev1),-referencc to 'breakfast and cvening meals!
might be. deleted and - 'prov1ded' could he altered to 'offercd', adding
TAny add‘ iomal hospltallty is ‘at the discretion of the host.' It was

" hoped thet timd could bo allowed later in the conference for discussion

17.

of these natters by the reprcsentatlveH gatheﬁlng.

LElections were held, voting by uCCTbt ballot for the membors of the
Executive Uommittee to scrve during 1981 and 1982, until the next con-
ference. . The results.werc announced as follows:




-17 (continucd) »

President ‘  Graham Thomas (unopposcd)
Vice-President Don Fawcett (14) Martha Simon (6) Merrilec Zellaer (5)
Goucral Secretary Barbara Waitchead (unopposcd)
Assi&tént‘General,Secretaiy Denise laech (unoppoScd)
Poonn Srcretary Reva King (16) Hermann Buttenwieser (5)
Editor porvas Intornatlonal News losalind Schama (22)
Treasurer Dcn;se Waech (19) John Goodey (&)

: Regional Co ordlnator

| Africe ” : Lydia Jonos AN

Southern Asia . Harlvallahh Parikh (unnpnoued)

l~Southoﬂst A51a ' hunlo Tuua]a (unopposed)

i South’ Pacific « Nan Smith (HO)\subaect to cons cnt) John & Judy Lbner (2)
Souih’ Amorlca Jorge Zoppolo (Servas Uruguay) (unopposod)

"NOL+h 1mcilca & barlbbean Kay Lazarus (unopposed)

L3

wu b - Brpope, £ o Neap East : Anton;c Fried . (unopposed)

18. . The of«wr of befvaa Israel to hold the ne: ¢t conference in thelr country
' was accepted), tdu ‘dates to be decided betWﬁcn December 1982 or April 1983
by votlng among all mumbprs. :A prov151onal offcr was made by Zambia for
'thu ¢ollow1nw one in 1985

19. .1t was arru d to support the Prlends of Peace in Oosta Rica for the estab-
Licclishment of a:lUniversity of Peace there, and to offer publicity for the
v rescarch andothe (Us N,'Comm1ssaonaw Each group should be urged to write
'anu;nrfo bupport of tdla Lind. .

memorlal to Amanousan, an extra chaptor should
. : PYA, h'story MServas' - the first 25 years' called
SR u,be’of Amqno san". Builia Boikliev suggestcd planting a trece at
Anand Nlmutan in his menory, and this was dorme at the ciose of the
‘ "~ confercnce.
S 21. A letter'was read from Peter Berenson of hngland founder of Amncsty
¢ oo International, about a new organisation 'Nevermorc' which is dedicated
o to preventing a Third World.Mar by bringing rcelicf to victims of war,
u'anughtxprxgartﬁqumkestin\areas of :acute ‘international tension. It is
¢ ialready at owork in stho -Horn of Africa. »It ‘was agrccd to support this
- mew ‘vonture with nuhllclty. R R ' 9
'22;"Furthor co ﬂlnute 16 a brlef dlscu581on tooh placu, led by Gordon

e Roburts, on tho amondments suggostud by the uarallcl sessions. ILuigi
;Uslenghl e nger stays w1th hosts and varlous offors of exchanne

reed.that Servas Interﬁétidnal News ahould ‘appear quarterly and

f.fﬁ7:ghe dluterutad Afrod ko, all hosts, and ‘the new .editor Rosalind Schama
, ‘aanpealed for Materlal from*nembcrs to makc 1t lquly and intoresting.,




