


 

 



President’s Message 
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2026 Servas Events 

• • • 

https://servas.org/event/peace-school-turkiye-2026
https://servas.org/event/us-servas-2026-national-conference
https://servas.org/event/servas-portugal-youth-families-peace-camp
https://servas.org/event/servas-portugal-youth-families-peace-camp
https://servas.org/event/servas-pyrenees-trek-2026
https://servas.org/event/peace-school-argentina
https://servas.org/event/5th-international-servas-ruhr-area-meeting
https://servas.org/event/5th-international-servas-ruhr-area-meeting
https://servas.org/event/youth-gathering-uk
https://servas.org/event/indonesia-annual-meeting-and-trip
https://servas.org/event/international-creative-and-collaborative-meeting
https://servas.org/event/servas-india-cultural-gathering-2026
https://servas.org/event/33d-alpe-adria-meeting
https://servas.org/event/east-africa-regional-meeting
https://servas.org/event/servas-china-2026-annual-conference


Letters  
to the Editor 

• • • 

2026 World Events 

• • • 

https://servas.org/events


LATAM 2026 
January 7 - 11, 2026. Tabio, Cundinamarca, Columbia  

Official Opening 

LATAM 2026  
Program Launch 



Cultural Tourism and Coexistence 

Countries Fair and Cultural 
Activities 



• • • 



Hiking in the Hessian Rhön Nature Park 

Text and Photo: Roland K. and Rolf A. 

• • • 



Servas Youth Gathering in England 

September 4—7 2026 

• • • 

• • • 

mailto:info@hebdenbridgehostel.org
https://event.servas.org.uk/event/7/servas-youth-gathering-discount-code-servas2026?aff=Q2I8KZYW
https://event.servas.org.uk/event/7/servas-youth-gathering-discount-code-servas2026?aff=Q2I8KZYW
https://www.servas.org/member/mehmet-akif-yegin
https://cal.rustywendy.io/team/servas-syle-youth/syle?overlayCalendar=true
https://cal.rustywendy.io/team/servas-syle-youth/syle?overlayCalendar=true
https://cal.rustywendy.io/team/servas-syle-youth/syle?overlayCalendar=true
https://forms.gle/F2ZojpohokoMQCAG7
https://forms.gle/F2ZojpohokoMQCAG7
https://formbricks.rustywendy.io/s/cmmcq1bbc001kuo01wwtxfuzp
https://formbricks.rustywendy.io/s/cmmcq1bbc001kuo01wwtxfuzp
https://formbricks.rustywendy.io/s/cmmcq1bbc001kuo01wwtxfuzp
https://formbricks.rustywendy.io/s/cmmcq1bbc001kuo01wwtxfuzp
https://formbricks.rustywendy.io/s/cmmcq1bbc001kuo01wwtxfuzp


Chopsticks:  
A Servas Journey of  "Quick Joy" 

By Shirley L, Servas Taiwan 

The Rhythm of   

the Open Door 



The Perfect Pair 

• • • 



My Gap Year in South East Asia 2025/26 

By Amélie 







• • • 



A Great 2025  

By Ana-María Nacif 

Sarmiento 

• • • 

https://mybook.to/AMARaLos60_PaperBk
https://mybook.to/AMARaLos60_PaperBk


Japan 2026 

By Ana M.  





• • • 



War in Iran 
By Khadijeh, Servas Iran 





none of the normal 
social boundaries 
seemed to matter  











• • • 



Takenaka Travel Fund   

By Yomiko Tomono, Former NS, Servas Japan 

Taiwan  
Experience  

By Hikari Murashima 



“ You wouldn ’ t know 
about local places 
like this without 
local knowledge,  
so Servas is great, 
isn ’ t it? ”.   

“ the Taiwanese people 
truly warmed my heart ”  





“we never run out of 
things to talk about ”  

➢ The creative connection I 
felt with Ms Liu as we 
reminisced about our days 
in the advertising industry,  

➢ the memorable Lantern 
Festival I experienced with 
Sunny, who had just joined 
the program,  

➢ and the warm hospitality of 
the Yus along with the taste 
of their danbing.  • • • 



Walking Through  
Forests, Walking  
Into Friendship 

Oceania: Community, Nature, and 
Human Connection 

By Vipul S., Servas India, April 2026 



New Zealand: Where 
Ecology Feels Personal 

Tasmania: Stories of 
Activism and Belonging 



Castlemaine:  
Community in  
Unexpected Places 

https://menshed.com/
https://menshed.com/


Music, Forest Living, 
and an Interfaith Stupa 

This Trip Left Me With 

• • • 



Peace Day in Montreal 

By Suzie Bogos, Servas Canada Peace Secretary 

Under glorious blue sunny skies, Servas 

members gathered to celebrate Interna-

tional Peace Day at the amazing Mount 

Royal Park.  

Starting at 2pm on a flat area overlooking 

the city, about 30 Servas members joined 

the Danse de la Paix organized by the 

Mouvement Paix. Accompanied by live 

musicians, participants were guided 

through various symbolic movements. 

From there, our energized group walked to 

Beaver Lake where we held our own 

intimate and meaningful event.  

I spoke about our concerns for peace and 

our commitment to achieve our goals 

through local actions. Then Alexa Bailey a 

student at McGill University [in Montreal] 

shared her experience from the Servas 

Peace school in Turkey last summer. With 

her youthful enthusiasm, Alexa convinced 

a few members to join a peace school.  

My husband Vikram then introduced and 

recited the Servas song. 

• • • 



What a Gentle Friendly Country 

By Dafi G, Servas Canada 





• • • 



A little about us 

Tatjana from Berlin and Debbie 

from England met two years ago 

through Servas.  

We decided to travel together to 

Malaysia, Thailand and Japan.  

We have summarised the Servas 

highlights. This is our second 

“chapter”. 

 

#2: Indonesia/Sumatra 
(26 Feb. - 13 March, 2025) 
Luckily one of us, Tatjana, had a 

friend, Efrieda who lives in 

Samosir on Lake Toba in 

Indonesia.. Efrieda was not a 

Servas member but enrolled 

before we left. 

Samosir is a large island in Lake 

Toba which was formed 75,000 

years ago by a massive volcanic 

eruption and that's where we 

were heading.  

It was lovely to see Tatjana meet 

her friend after almost ten years. 

The home facilities were basic. 

We were given a room to 

ourselves with a bed. The rest of 

the family slept on mats on the 

floor in the main living area. 

South East Asia: Chapter 2: Indonesia 

There is no running water; water 

comes into a cistern in the 

bathroom from a stream (if it ’s 

been raining); washing is done 

in the lake. There is electricity 

and they have gas for cooking. 

Efrieda’s family are Batak, 

which is an ethnic group thought 

to have moved to the area from 

Taiwan via the Philippines some 

2,500 years ago. 

Efrieda has three pigs, lots of 

chickens and a variety of fruit 

trees including, avocado, coffee, 

durian, cacao, snake fruit, 

turmeric, ginger, maize, chil-

ies  and cassava.  

Photo: Efrieda’s pigs   

All the time we were serenaded 

by cicadas. 

We went to see Efrieda’s mum 

at the market.  



We went by motorcycle sidecar 

(a sort of local taxi). The market 

was an amazing sight; all the 

traders with their food piled up 

on display. 

Photo: Batak House 

During our stay we had the 

opportunity to see traditional 

Batak houses.  

They are extraordinary wooden 

structures, originally made with 

no nails. The original would have 

had a shingle roof or palm leaf 

thatch …the modern equivalent 

uses corrugated steel. The 

houses are airy inside and quite 

cool compared to outside. They 

come in various sizes and 

nowadays have an extension on 

the back. Traditionally a group 

of families would live in one 

house, and some buildings 

were for storing rice. 

We also visited Efrieda's 

brother Heri on several occa-

sions. He runs a camping site 

and organic farm.  We helped 

him a little by weeding his 

pineapples and staking chilies. 

We became expert garlic 

peelers for our supper!  

On another occasion we helped 

harvest the maize [corn] and 

then Tatjana suggested we do a 



litter pick up and get the 

young children to help.  

Unfortunately, there is 

insufficient refuse collection, 

so much of it gets burned on 

the farms or just lies in the 

countryside forever. 

We were invited to go to 

church, so we borrowed 

some suitable clothing from 

Efrieda's mother.  

We were also invited to a 

pregnancy celebration where 

Tatjana gave an 

impromptu 

blessing in 

Indonesian, 

thinking on her 

feet! 

At this event I 

tried to chew 

betel nuts, 

something the 

women partake of here, but it was 

disgusting and I spat it out within 

seconds.  

Photo: Food preparation for the 

guests 

After this we also ended up at a 

wedding but we didn't realise it was 

until about halfway through the 

event.  

We did so many things with Efrieda 

including a drive around the island, a 

thermal bath that was so hot it had to 

be cooled with spring water! She even 

accompanied us when we visited the 

Gunung Leuser National Park almost 

a day away from Samosir. Here we 

saw Orangutan and other wildlife. We 

spent one night camping in the jungle 

and encountered our least favourite 

animals, leeches! 

• • • 



A UN Visit Changed My Life 

By Ingrid Pedersen, Denmark 

• • • 

https://wsrw.org/


SI Zoom Meetings (31 May 2026) 

By Carla, SI Vice-President and Radha, SI President 





• • • 



Youth and Families Camp in Portugal 

August 17-23  

• • • 

https://event.servas.org.uk/event/8/youth-families-peace-camp
https://event.servas.org.uk/event/8/youth-families-peace-camp


SERVAS INTERNATIONAL NEWS BULLETIN  

The SINB is a newsletter produced by and for the Servas community.  
Editor and Graphic Designer: Michael Johnson 

Proofreader: Picot Cassidy   
Translators: Hélène Périn & her team,  

plus Cynthia Granados Posada & Luis Miguel Avendaño Barbero 

Please send your news for the SI News Bulletin to: newsletter@servas.org 
We encourage Servas key people around the world to forward this bulletin to  

all members. Feel free to quote us but please mention the source.  

SI EXCO 2025 — 2028  
President: Radha Radhakrishna president@servas.org 

Vice-President: Carla Kristensen vicepresident@servas.org 

Treasurer: Gülşen Elyak treasurer@servas.org 

General Secretary: Kent Macaulay generalsecretary@servas.org  

Membership & Technology Secretary: Paul Nielsen mts@servas.org  

Peace Secretary: Francisco Salomón Luna Aburto peacesecretary@servas.org 

Co-Peace Secretary, Mei Wang peacesecretary@servas.org 

Servas International is an international, non-profit, non-governmental  
federation of national Servas groups, supporting an international network  

of hosts and travellers. Our network aims to help build world peace, goodwill  
and understanding by offering opportunities for personal contacts between 

people of different cultures, backgrounds and nationalities .   

• • • 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 Radha Radhakrishna   Carla Kristensen       Kent Macaulay         Gülşen Elyak    

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

              Francisco Salomón Luna       Mei Wang              Paul Nielsen   
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