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Presi dent 0Ss

Greetings!

Recently, we had a meeting of all the
national secretaries and key people
to discuss some questions important

to Servas. You will find a full report of

that meeting elsewhere in this
bulletin. In that meeting, | also
provided information on the hard work
that all the Servas teams and
committees (including Exco) have
been doing since the SICOGA in
France. | would like you to find that
report and read it.

In this column, | want to ask all of you
a couple of questions. | received
these questions recently from a
member. She asked — “Is it possible
for a potential member to read our
website to understand quickly the
benefit of becoming a Servas
member? Do we explain clearly, in
simple terms, how to become a
member?” Before | provide you with
my answer, | would like all of you to
think about it. If the answer to
either question is not Yes, what
can we do about it?

For me, a person becoming a
Servas member becomes a part
of a community. We are a peace
organization whose members are
happy to invite you to their homes
to learn about you — and to work
together with you doing myriad
activities for peace, friendship,
goodwill, building solidarity and
preserving the planet. Itis
important that we never lose that [§

spirit of wanting to invite and help k\ \

people. (v
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That starts from the
moment we receive a
query from another
member. When Servas
started 77 years ago,
communication meant
writing letters or post
cards, and it took a month
or longer each time to
connect. These days,
with instant email and text
messaging, we need to
reset our thinking and do
it more quickly (maybe in
2 to 3 days) and devise
methods to be helpful to
the person reaching out
even if we cannot host.
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It is important that we orient
ourselves to this way of
thinking if we wish Servas to
flourish and adapt to modern
times.

It is frustrating not to know how
well we are meeting our
objectives, especially with
respect to hosting. The
technology team is working on
developing new ways to collect
information about our hosting
and traveling experiences.

The key is to do it in a way that
does not burden our members
but enriches their involvement.
If we build it into something
every member already does,
then it becomes simple. For
example, we apply for LOIs/
e-stamps by
submitting a form.
It would be easy
to collect some
useful information
on this form.
Every year, our
members renew
their membership.
Having them
answer a few
questions while
doing it would be
quite easy.

For every
member who
does not renew,
we should do an
exit interview,
asking them to tell
us why they are
not renewing.
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| plan to talk with key people in
every country to start gathering
this information before the end
of this year, so that we can
make more informed decisions
helping our members. It will
also assist us to show potential
members the benefits of joining
Servas. It will make it easier for
applicants to become members.

| hope all of you have a great
summer. [or winter in some
places] Till next time.

In peace,
Radha B. Radhakrishna,
President, Servas International

A A A
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Servas Events
t hhi s 0O0Sum

2026-07-04 > 2026-07-14. >, 2026
Servas Turkiye wo Ekinci/Aydiy; Antakya, Tiirkiye

2026-08-17 > 2026-08-23. - WS peapl =i .
Servas Portugal, North PR

v 3 Cultural exchang Ahid
2026-08-22 > 2026-08-27. :
Servas Spain, Catalufa "

2026-09-04 > 2026-09-
06. Servas Germany

2026-09-04 > 2026-09-07.
Servas Britain and Ireland,
Yorkshire

YOUTH & FAMILIES \g

GAMP

PEACE & -‘WS Iy

ching Activitgs far Ml Ages

2026-09-21 > 2026-09-26. e Bl | pyrenees Trek™

Servas Spain, Murcia 22-27 August 2026

2026-09-25 > 2026-09-28.
Servas Poland, Krakow and
Lesser Poland

s vouRE e )
SERVAS — g0
‘0“1\'\ GATHERING

— UK & IRELAND

More details on the next
page.
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COLLABORATIVE"
SERVAS MEETING

W8 SEPTEMBER 4-‘7 2026
\ ' A WEEKEND OF PEACE, L)
) | CULTURAL EXCHANGE & FRIENDSHIP ¢

1) FRIDAY. WELCOME & SUPPER
USE DRSCOUNT CODE: YRR

SERVAS2026 ALY
SAN PEDRO DEL PINATAR-
MURCIA (Spain} B akn o

(Vabl wrtf March 3at COMMUMTY STORES
September 21 to 26

£ MOMDAY: FAREWELL

(@) BOOK Now!

EVENT.SERVAS.ORG

.S..’C:.r.*}“

Sr‘fmembe' 4-6
0 Dortmund Germany

c Local Servas hosts

servas-ruhroebiet@amyx, de
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2026 World Events

Check out what’s up in Servas
Visit when logged in
to: www.servas.orgq.

2026-07-04 > 2026-07-14
Peace School in Turkiye 2026

2026-08-06
USA National Conference
You are ingveéed to

Minneapolis, MN, USA.

2026-08-17 > 2026-08-23

Servas Portugal North

Servas Portugal Youth & Families
Peace Camp

2026-08-22 -> 2026-08-27
Servas Spain » Cataluna/
Catalunya

Servas Pyrenees Trek 2026

2026-08-26 -> 2026-08-30
Servas Argentina
Peace School in Argentina

2026-09-04 -> 2026-09-06
Servas Germany

5th International Servas Ruhr
Area Meeting

2026-09-04 ->2026-09-07
UK/Britain Youth Gathering

Join our camp event. It's free for
the unemployed, and a student
discount is available. Details at:
Youth Gathering in the UK

2026-10-05 -> 2026-10-10
Servas Tanzania » Arusha
East Africa Regional Meeting

ebGe

t
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Letters
to the Edi

Our first SINB issue in
2026, by editor Carla
K., received much
praise. Here’s a
typical example:

hA olutely beautiful.
+hank you for all
your work putting
together this
newsletter.
—Evelyn,
BC, Canada

A A A

2026-09-21 > 2026-09-26.
Servas Spain, Murcia

International Creative
and Collaborative

Meeting

2026-09-25 > 2026-09-28.
Servas Poland, Krakéw
and Lesser Poland

33d Alpe-Adria Meeting
A A A

See a full list of 2026
Servas International
Events, for example
Tanzania in October, at:
Events | ServasOnline V2

A A A

t or


http://www.servas.org
https://servas.org/event/peace-school-turkiye-2026
https://usservas.org/EmailTracker/LinkTracker.ashx?linkAndRecipientCode=aAJjvl023jnrFyQLbaclCxiL%2fhp%2bCUuDNEMn73P7c4tlArGOuK9cPIk%2fck5zVPcC5bC0NQGuo86j0VaM6qTu8cNSL%2bbx5jgd20wHenFvWZA%3d
https://servas.org/event/servas-portugal-youth-families-peace-camp
https://servas.org/event/servas-portugal-youth-families-peace-camp
https://servas.org/event/servas-pyrenees-trek-2026
https://servas.org/event/peace-school-argentina
https://servas.org/event/5th-international-servas-ruhr-area-meeting
https://servas.org/event/5th-international-servas-ruhr-area-meeting
https://servas.org/event/youth-gathering-uk
https://servas.org/event/east-africa-regional-meeting
https://servas.org/event/international-creative-and-collaborative-meeting
https://servas.org/event/international-creative-and-collaborative-meeting
https://servas.org/event/international-creative-and-collaborative-meeting
https://servas.org/event/33d-alpe-adria-meeting
https://servas.org/events
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LATAM 2026

Januarx 7 -11, 2026. Tabio, Cundinamarca, Columbia

.

Oof ficial Opening Immaculate Conception, and

The official opening of LATAM the Municipal Forum,
2026 took place at the Tabio introducing the history,
Cultural Center, marking the architecture, and cultural life of

start of this important the municipality.

international gathering that
brought together 53 participants LATAM 2026 h
from 12 Latin American Prog ram L aunc

: R The activities continued at the
countries, along with invited Tabio E kC ti
nations. The opening ceremony Ca 0 cor;:ar honven 'on
included welcoming remarks enter, where the program

from the mayor of Tabio, Carlos  ©fficially began with
Javier Julio Torres, who birdwatching, highlighting the

highlighted the cultural region's biodiversity, followed
significance of the event and its by a cultural dance class.
positive impact on the The event included welcoming
municipality. remarks from the National

As part of the cultural opening, Secretary of Servas Panama,
a demonstration of the Eufracio Centella, and the
traditional Torbellino dance was  National Secretary of Servas
presented, an emblematic Colombia, Mdnica Garcia.
expression of local identity. Additionally, the International
Afterward, the participants President, Radha

toured Tabio Plaza, a historic Radhakrishna, shared details
space surrounded by the Town on the organization's regional
Hall, the Church of the growth.

CI AN
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The Sl Secretary of Peace,
Francisco Salomén, spoke
about peace programs and
Servas's fundamental role in
promoting these values. Neuma
Dantas, a member of the
International Development
Committee, presented an
analysis of Servas's areas of
opportunity, based on data
collected over the past three
years.

The day concluded with the
presentation of project
proposals by country, followed
by a mandala and dreamcatcher
craft workshop. There also was
a group walk for orchid
observation; these activities
strengthened integration,
creativity and well-being among
the participants.

Cul tur al

As part of the cultural tourism
activities, a breakfast meeting
was held at El Rancho de Pipe,

Vol.37 * No.2 - 2026

a space that fostered close
dialogue and strengthened
relationships among the
participants. Later, a cultural
lunch took place where food,
music, and local traditions
became the focus of the cultural
exchange.

The agenda included a visit to
the Salt Cathedral, an
emblematic site that integrates
history, spirituality and
architecture, offering
participants a space for
reflection and cultural

connection.
Countries Fair and Cu
Acti vities

The Countries Fair was filled
with cultural exchanges. On its
first day, Panama, Colombia,
Costa Rica, Brazil, Portugal,

Tour i sm amekicd aredUrugyliag N c e

participated, sharing a
representative sample of their
cultural, geographical, and
artistic richness. As part of this




SINB Vol.37 - No.2 - 2026

event, 60 tree saplings were explained ways participants

planted, symbolizing a can promote peace.
commitment to environmental

stewardship, and a collaborative  Four core projects were
mural was created, strengthening chosen that met Servas

ties between the countries. International's criteria. Their
In the second edition of the leaders will be required to
Countries Fair, Canada, present their development
Guatemala, Spain, Chile, and plans, timelines, and concrete
Argentina took center stage, actions, with projected results
showcasing representative for the next three years.
elements of their cultural identity, To conclude the day and the
including food, music, dance, program, a city tour of the
and artistic expressions, town of Tabio was held,
promoting respect and followed by a lively bonfire.
appreciation for cultural diversity. There participants shared
The event also included a stories, sang and closed
presentation on the School of LATAM 2026 with a spirit of
Peace program by Ezra, a community, friendship and
representative from Turkey, who international cooperation.
shared the history, evolution, and A A A

o000
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Hiking In the Hessian Rhon Nature Park

Text and Phot o: Rol and K. and Rol f

= ' The Wacht-
=T . ; kueppel is
located in a
(Y N e e | fenced goat
e . s A . - pasture so

it's best to go
without dogs.
After refresh-
ments at a
rustic forest
inn, our
journey
continued to
the Ebers-
burg Castle
ruins, where
we climbed
the tower.

There, as
well as along
the way, the
Rhoén lived
up to its
name of the
"Land of
Open
Distances"

EE s G B el with stunning
Setting off from Gersfeld on panoramic
Saturday, July 12, 2025, eleven views. We finished with
Servas members from Hesse, delicious ice cream at an ice
Thuringia and Berlin went for a cream parlour in Hetten-
hike through the Rhén Moun- hausen.
tains in Germany. After a brief A A A

tour of the town, we headed to
the Wachtkueppel, a 705-metre
hill affectionately called the
"Rascal of the Rhon."

oo 10 00
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Servas Youth Gathering N England

Septendbe@Ear 2026

IOU Hostel, Hebden Bridge, Yorkshire,
HX7 8DG, UK
info@hebdenbridgehostel.org

We're excited to announce that we're
ready to welcome you to the UK! If
you're able to make it between Septem-
ber 4 and 7, we'd love you to join our
camp event. It's completely free for
those who are unemployed, and a
student discount is also available — so
we hope as many of you as possible can

join us! Details here:
https://event.servas.org.uk/event/7/servas-youth-
gathering-discount-code-servas2026?aff=Q2I18KZYW

Please share all the information above
with members in your country — the
more people who know about these
opportunities, the better!

Thank you, AKkif
Servas Youth & Family Communi-
ty Member and SYLE Coordinator

https://www.servas.org/member/mehmet-akif-yeqgin

A A A

If you'd like to know
more about what
SYLE is, please book
a meeting with our

team:
https://cal.rustywendy.io/team/
servas-syle-youth/syle?
overlayCalendar=true

For Applicants:

If you're interested in
the SYLE Programme,
please fill out this

form for this year:
https://forms.gle/
F2ZojpohokoMQCAG7

For Hosts:

If you think you'd be
able to host a SYLE
applicant this summer,
please fill out this
survey so we can
match you with the

right candidate:

https://
formbricks.rustywendy.io/

s/
cmmc-
g1bbc001kuo01wwtxfuzp

Note: SYLE or
SLE is available
to all members
18+ years of age.

A A A
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Chopsticks:
A Servas Journey of "Quick Joy"

By Shirley L, Servas Tal wan

In Taiwan, the word for
chopsticks—kuai zi—is
a homophone for "quick
happiness". Because
they always come in
pairs, chopsticks serve
as a timeless symbol of |
harmony and a life =
shared side-by-side.
Last summer, | decided
to pack this "joy" into
my suitcase and, alongside my
young sister and brother-in-law,
embarked on a journey through
Switzerland and France. Our
goal was simple: to practise the |nside these international
Servas spirit of peace through a kitchens, language barriers

zucchini—European treasures
that found a new soul in our
Taiwanese home-style cooking.

delicious chapter of cultural simply melted away in the
diplomacy. steam of the wok. As the

savoury aroma of Taiwanese
The Rhythm of fried rice noodles filled the air,
the Open Door our hosts watched with

fascination as their local
ingredients were transformed
by our practiced hands. We
didn't need fluent French or
German; a nod of approval, a
shared laugh over a runaway
noodle, and the rhythmic clatter
of pans became our universal
tongue.

Throughout July and August,
eight different Servas hosts
opened their homes and hearts
to us. Our days fell into a
soulful melody of shared labour
and local flavours. We would
stroll into our hosts’ backyards
to harvest sun-warmed
scallions, tomatoes and crisp

o0 1200
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The Perfect Pair

Photos:

At every table, we Hosts are happy to receive chopsticks
presented our hosts with a engraved with their names.

symbolic pair of
chopsticks. We explained
that much like the Servas
philosophy of bringing
people together,
chopsticks only find their
purpose when they have a
partner to lean on.

Enjoying our meal while admiring beautiful
garden views.

Watching our new friends
"test-drive" eating their
noodles with chopsticks
was a pure delight. Some
were graceful, others
hilariously clumsy, but
every face beamed with a
radiant smile. In those
moments, | realized that
"joy" isn't just a clever
pun; it is the warmth of a
shared plate and the
discovery that, across
continents, an open heart
speaks the same
language.

Through Servas, I've
learned that the world
doesn't feel so vast when
you share a meal. It is an
invitation to rediscover
humanity, one pair of
chopsticks at a time.
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Mx GaE Year in South East Asia 2025/26

By Am®Il i e

Hey Servas friends,

| am 20 years old. After
finishing high school in
Germany in 2025, | decided to
take a gap year before starting
my studies.

Being very interested in the
different countries and cultures
of Asia, in September | boarded
the plane to Bali, completely
on my own.

In total, | spent three months in
Indonesia, as | fell in love with
this beautiful country and its
kind people. | had the chance to
experience the many temples
and festivities as well as the
yogi lifestyle in Bali. | explored
the many gorgeous beaches
and the stunning nature in
Lombok with many waterfalls
and ricefields and then
continued to climb breathtaking
volcanoes in Java.

But now, when | think of my
time in Indonesia, some of the
first memories that come to my
mind are the heartwarming
meetings and stays with my
Servas hosts!

First | visited Kahari‘s family
who showed me beautiful rice
fields, took me to play
badminton at their local court
and to meet very nice local
students at their Japanese

school. | felt really honoured to
get to know that | was the first
foreigner to ever talk to most of
the students and make friends
with them.

From one Servas host | moved
to the next, everywhere feeling
welcome. | saw how happy
they were to have a guest. Few
travellers visit small or remote
villages away from the known
tourist trails. | was able to
learn how people in Indonesia

14 o
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live, what an old
traditional
Javanese house
looks like, and |
even got the
chance to help
some farmers
plant a new rice
field. What a
unique
experience!

On another day
trip, an Indian
volunteer, a
Japanese school
teacher and |
were taken by
three Servas
hosts to try the
various delicious
food, to visit an
active volcano,
and sing karaoke
together with a
local band.

On a short stop in 2=
Singapore, |
visited my next
Servas hosts.
Without them, | :
would have never §
known that you
can go hiking in a |
beautiful jungle in [
the middle of the
city.

oo 1500
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My next destination was Ho Chi
Minh City, Vietnam. Never did |
think that here | would again meet
Bonnie, my Taiwanese friend who
| first met at the Servas youth
camp in Germany. We had a great
time meeting and playing golf with
the Saigon skyline as a backdrop.
She also showed me a very local
Vietnamese coffee place, brought
me to an inspiring philosophy
discussion and started teaching
me Vietnamese.

Around Christmas and New Year,
my family from Germany joined
me and | was very glad to see
them again. We enjoyed three
weeks together in the south and
middle of Vietnam, and in
Cambodia. In these parts, there
are not many hosts but one meet-
up with a young Cambodian
woman was possible. We drove in
a tuktuk with six people through
Phnom Penh and | learned about
her daily life and thoughts.

The next stages of my travels led
me through Laos, the north of
Vietnam and the Philippines. | had
many more amazing moments but
without any Servas hosts, until |
arrived in Japan in March to travel
with my mum again.

Together we went from Fukuoka
up to Tokyo, staying with kind
hosts in Hiroshima, Kyoto, Suwa
Lake and Tokyo. It was a
memorable time and we were so
happy to reunite with some Servas
members who we had hosted in
Germany two years ago.

Vol.37 * No.2 - 2026
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| really enjoyed learning about
the Japanese traditions and
culture better, how to cook miso
soup and to visit some less well
-known temples. We went
hiking in the Japanese Alps, |
was able to dress in a kimono,
to learn some Japanese words
and expressions. Best of all
was experiencing some private
tea ceremonies and being
taught how to prepare a real
matcha for myself.

Following Japan, | continued to
travel through Thailand until |
finally headed back home to
Germany in April 2026 with a
fulfilled heart, having had
countless new and unique
experiences.

Vol.37 « No.2 - 2026

| feel very grateful to travel for
eight months through Asia. |
am so happy to have known
about Servas and greatly
appreciate all the beautiful
moments | was able to
experience thanks to it. | got to
know so many kind people and
found new family members on
the other side of the world.
Thanks to Servas!

Visit some of these hosts and
countries if you ever have the
chance!

| would be happy to help or
host you near Frankfurt.

In Servas friendship,
Amélie

A A A
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A Great 2025
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By AMar 2 a

Sar mi ento

In 2025, | was invited again to
present my books at the
International Book Fair in
Buenos Aires, Argentina, where
| sold many books and donated
to the Children’s Hospice;
something | often do. On that
trip | met a group of Servas
members in Gonnet, a small
city close to the Argentine
capital. I've known most of
these members for more than
ten years. Coming back there
again, we had a big meeting
with “local Servas” and got to
know each other.

During the summer, | hosted a
Servas Canada couple before
heading to Nordic countries. |
then stayed with a couple in
Copenhagen. In Helsinki, | was
invited to take part in a hack lab
by Servas member Otto M.
Often Servas friends came to
meet me at train stations.

Before coming back, | set foot

in Italy, my beloved ancestors'

country, and it was amazing to
stay in four Italian cities hosted
by very kind and fun people.

| was in Bergamo at the perfect
time when the Italy Servas
National Assembly was taking
place. That was another

Naci f

unforgettable experience —
six people spoke about their
time at SICOGA.

Many young Servas mem-
bers also told of their travel
experiences.

Every time | go abroad, |
meet great people who are
a pleasure to keep in touch
with. The Servas community
is so warm-hearted and
amazing that it really feels
like a big family.

Published
books:

My Glance
Within: My
reflections on
nature, trips,
friendship,
encourage-
ment,
freedom and
conscious-
ness

Sales:
https://
mybook.to/
MyGlance-
Within_PaperBk

Amar a los

60 ~ *Trilogia Poética Comp
leta (in Spanish).

Sales: https://mybook.to/
AMARaLos60 PaperBKk

A A A

“Lejura entre Dos™
“Ausencia de Dos™

ANA-MARIA NACIF SARMIENTO

e 18 o
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Japan 2026 .

By Ana M.

| am a passionate admirer of
Japanese culture. Over the
years, | took classes to learn
how to make sushi and | met
my husband at a sushi bar. In
my artistic work, Japanese
textiles and prints have always
been important elements.

For months | planned this trip to
Japan, seeking a deep immer-
sion—one that would be as non
-touristy as possible—visiting
places that are not usually
explored and staying in the
homes of Servas members.
Many of them had already
stayed at my home in Buenos
Aires over the years; others |
knew from my previous trip to
Japan, and there were also new
hosts whom | loved meeting.

My journey was long and
ambitious. It was a great
challenge: | never stayed more
than three days in the same
place. Along the way | took
many trains, buses and ferries,
guided by Google Maps,
personal recommendations and
Al.

Photos:

Hiromi K and | cycling in Ueno
Park

With Sue in Nagano eating
wasabi ice cream

19 o
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To prepare myself
by watching
thousands of
videos, reading
books and viewing
documentaries...
Japan is complex
and wonderful. To
truly experience it, &
some prior "
knowledge is
necessary;
otherwise, it can
feel overwhelming
and many im-
portant details go
unnoticed.

All the food | ate  *
was Japanese,
and all the accom-
modations were in &
ryokan (a tradition- K _
al Japanese inn). f 5
The exhaustion of = &
walking all day, every day—
combined with following
countless tips, including
products bought at convenience
stores and pharmacies—made
the journey quite an odyssey. |
returned home after 33 hours
on a plane, completely exhaust-
ed. | noticed a week later that
my body had developed
remarkable resilience: the jet
lag disappeared and my energy
returned.

My trip was fantastic. | want to
go back—I still have so much to
see in Japan. | couldn’t have
done it without Yamato
Transport, which shipped my

6

| "}:\ “4? >
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.',‘ LR

luggage several times meaning
| didn’t have to carry it. Nor
could | have done it without my
Servas hosts, who were my
allies throughout this adven-
ture.

They communicated with each
other before and after my visits,
sending me perfectly organized
schedules for taking trains.
They understood that | didn’t
just want to visit museums—I
also enjoyed going to super-
markets, walking along rivers,
or simply observing how a dish
was prepared.

20 o






