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Wonderful SICOGA 2025 

After the wonderful SICOGA 

2025, which brought together 

nearly 200 participants from 

around 50 countries, we were 

deeply touched to receive so 

many messages of appreciation 

and friendship. 

We are delighted to share ex-

cerpts from some of these heart-

felt words with you, in the hope 

that they inspire you to join us at 

the next SICOGA in 2028. To-

gether, we can continue to 

strengthen our Servas community 

and keep building bridges of 

peace and understanding around 

the world. 

A big thank you to everyone who 

made this year’s SICOGA such a 

memorable and meaningful 

event. 

See you again in 2028 — with 

even more stories, smiles, and 

shared dreams!  

—Carla Kristensen,  

SI Vice President 2025-2028 

 

Most of these quotes start with 

variations of “Thanks to all” and 

here are some excerpts...  

1. Amazing event ... such wonderful and warm people. 

—Lilian Mendez, Bolivia 

2. Thanks... people from all corners of the world working together.  

—Monique Cornelissen, the Netherlands 



3. ... learn to maintain peaceful relationships ... [during]  confrontation  

—Lucia Re, Italy 

4. We are all re-energised in our commitments to Servas.  

—Jamie Robertson, Britain 

5. I feel much more connected now with Servas international and inspired. 

—Maria Steenman, the Netherlands 

6.  Thanks to the French group ... everything was well organized.  

—Ornella Bertorotta from Italy 

7.  It was enriching to learn from like-minded people from all over the world.   

—Charles Goodger, Italy 

8.  Thanks ... for your wonderful job, the excursions and the closing 

ceremony.   

—Hans Eriksson, NPS Sweden 

9.  The chance to learn and grow together in the miracle spirit of Servas.  

—Manuela Kutting, Germany 

10.  Thanks to Servas France,EXCO... congratulations incoming EXCO team.   

—Diane and Michelle D’Souza, New Zealand 

11.  We are stronger for it, and look forward to the next years working 

together. —Jim Leask, Canada 

12.  Congratulations to Servas France 

team and the EXCO for a great 

event. 

—Bhudeb Chakravarti, India 

13.  A celebration of friendship, unity, 

and the true Servas spirit.  

—Nitin Wankhede, Servas India 

14.  Thank you ... organizing team, 

Servas France, Exco, Servas Youth 

and volunteers, AV/technology team, 

interpreter teams.  

—Mary Lee Béhar, USA 

15.  I felt happy and excited 

encountering so many Servas 

friends.  

—Amin Sudarto, Servas Indonesia 

16.  I feel priviledged to be part of such 

a beautiful and meaningful network!   

—Céline Boute from France 



Youth Camp Germany: Saying “Yes, and…” 

By Ingrid Stevens 







Hike in Zinal Switzerland , 4—10 July 2025 

By Christoph Kuhn, Easy Group  



Photo: A village walk 

Photo:  Guided tour of the copper 
mine 



Photo top:  View of the Illgraben 
 
Wednesday: Today is cloudless 
but colder. We climb for about an 
hour to view the breathtaking 
glacier landscape. 

Photo below:  The Easy Group in 
front of the glacier world 

Photo next page:   
Guided tour of the dam climbs 
many stairs. 



Photo bottom right: Soon 
the summit will be reached. 



Learning Italian from a Local, 2025 

By Miles B. (Adelaide, Australia) 





I am grateful to my Servas hosts—

for their hospitality and adventures, 

including lake trips, farm visits, snow 

walks, and swimming trips. I 

especially enjoyed visiting two Italian 

schools, where I talked with students 

about Australia and learned much 

beyond textbooks. 

I thank all my Servas hosts from the 

bottom of my heart, as well as their 

family and friends, for their care and 

generosity. You all treated me like 

another member of the family. I never 

knew such hospitality existed. You are 

all such amazing people. 

Last of all, thank you so much 

Raffaella for organizing so many of my 

stays and bringing my lofty dream to 

life. You are undoubtedly the most 

super person I know. This is so much 

good you are doing for Servas. 

Grazie, Miles. 

Photo, from left:  

Marta, Miles, Enrico at a bar. 

• • • 



Invites You 

May 23 to 25, 2026 – Neuhausen am Rheinfall 

http://www.servas.org/
https://servas.org/event/swiss-servas-meeting-0


https://hotelrheinfall.com 

• 2 nights including breakfast at the 
hotel, tourist tax  

• If available, free parking at the hotel 
(Campervan incl. breakfast on 
request)  

• Packed lunch with a drink for Sunday 
(will be provided by us) 

• 2 dinners at Restaurant Rebstock, 

Individual menu selection from list 

• Admission to the interactive Miniatur 

Wunderland S+Milestone  

• City tour in Schaffhausen by the 

organizer 

 

 
wbr@mydesk.ch 

w.lacher@bluewin.ch 

, 
wbr@mydesk.ch 

https://hotelrheinfall.com
mailto:w.lacher@bluewin.ch
http://www.servas.org/


Peace Ride in France, 2025 

By Claude Basile for the organizing group  

(Gisèle A, Edouard S, Isabelle G, Philippe B, Yves L.) 







Baltic Republics, My Destination 

By Paloma Begué of  Servas Spain 









Alpe Adria 2025  
in Burghausen: 26.9 to 28.9, 2025 

Text & Photos by Brigitte R. 

A long weekend with 50 
Servas friends  





SERVAS and COP30 
By Lydia Meryll, Servas Britain, 07 Nov. 2025 









Kindness in St. Ives, England 

Text and Photo: Savitha W. 



Golan Druze Tour, Israel 2 August, 2025  



Reunion in South Korea 2025 

By Yudeisy, Servas Cuba 





Last-minute Long Stay 

By Vancouver host Jonathan [photo>] 





Super SYLE Stay [October 2025] 

Text and Photo by Violeta 



How to Learn a Language:  
A month in Panama with Servas 

By Sercan Duygan, Servas Türkiye member for 22 years 

This journey was an incredibly 

enriching experience in terms of 

language learning and emotional and 

cultural connection. 

 

Servas Language Exchange [SLE], 

previously available only to “Youth” 

members 18 to 30 [called SYLE], is 

now open to all ages. Learners 

choose a language, connect with 

hosts, and develop a plan for their 

stay.  

 

Participants engage in conversation, 

volunteer work, plus local folkloric, 

social, and religious activities. On 

weekends, they can stay with other 

Servas host families in a different city. 

 

Before the trip I took Spanish classes, 

then was fully immersed in my hosts’ 

daily life… 

helping in the 

garden, taking 

care of 

children, 

assisting in 

the kitchen, 

and giving 

talks at 

educational 

institutions.  

 

The Servas 

traditional 

"two-day 

hosting rule" is insufficient for deep 

linguistic and cultural experienc-

es. Spending a month in this 

programme made a huge difference—

both emotionally and in learning. 

 

I touched their lives, and they touched 

mine... We formed a very sincere bond. 

This connection greatly accelerated my 

learning process. 

I encourage members to embark on 

such a transformative journey with 

Servas. 

 

Photo: 

Folk Dance Group Penonomé Aires y 

Ritmos (PAR) 

In the background, Servas members 

from Penonomé: Flor, Ada, 

Arquímedes, Sercan, Diógenes 

and Gonzalo. 



Photos in order: 

 

Discussion session 

with 7th-grade students 

at Santo Domingo 

Educational Center in 

Penonomé. 

 

 

At the Health 

Promotion Centre in 

Penonomé, social 

workers who took part 

in the volunteer work: 

Lisbeth Espinosa, 

Arsenia Lombardo, 

Sercan, and Nadia 

Torrero. 

 

 

Farewell dinner with 

the Picota Cano host 

family: Carlos Valentín, 

Flor, Sercan, Paulo 

Alberto, Arquímedes, 

little Apollo and his 

mother Itzmira, 

Spanish teacher, in 

Panama. 

 

• • • 



Indian Travelling in Europe 

By Vipul Shaha, Servas India 







Sadhana Forest, India: Servas Beginnings 

By Vipul Shaha, Servas India 



https://sadhanaforest.org/
https://sadhanaforest.org/
mailto:india@sadhanaforest.org


Solo Woman Traveller in Thailand:  

Peace, Friendship, and the Servas Spirit   

By Hamsavahini Singh, SI Coordinator to the UN & Peace Secretary, Servas India 









Re-member-ing Sunita 

By Zan Romeder (Servas host in Roberts Creek, BC, Canada) 



Guernica Peace Museum  
Visit on International Peace Day 

By Niall Watts, Servas Britain and Ireland 

Guernica (Gernika in Basque) is a 

small town in the Basque region of 

northern Spain. Despite its modest 

size, it is culturally significant to the 

Basque people as the site of their 

ancient, local assembly. In the 

Middle Ages, delegates from villages 

in the region met there to discuss 

the issues of the day beneath an old 

oak tree. Over time, this tree came 

to symbolize the freedom of the 

Basque people. 

For this reason, in the Spanish Civil 

War, General Franco and his 

Nationalist (Fascist) forces chose 

Guernica as a target. Franco aimed 

to undermine his opponents among 

the Basque nationalists and the 

elected government of Republican 

Spain brutally and violently. To do 

so, he called on his Fascist allies in 

Nazi Germany and Italy to bomb the 

town.  

Aircraft from Germany’s Condor 

Legion levelled Guernica to the 

ground in a ‘blitzkrieg’ (lightning 

attack) in four hours on the 

afternoon of April 26, 1937. This was 

a market day, and the town was 

crowded with people from the 

surrounding area. The number of 

deaths is still disputed, but official 

Basque figures report that 1,654 

local people lost their lives in the 

attack. The aircraft did not bomb the 

railway station or a munitions factory, 

suggesting that the attack aimed to 

kill civilians and destroy property. 

Painted shortly after the event, 

Pablo Picasso’s iconic picture 

commemorates the attack. 

Photo:  

Entrance to the Guernica Peace 

Museium 



Photos: Stained glass of the Old Oak 

Tree of Guernica



“The bombing told by those  

who lived through it.” 



Servas Pakistan National Get-Together:  
Celebrating Peace & Servas International’s 76th Anniversary 

Overview & Program 



Key Takeaways & Impact 

Conclusion 



Pizza Party in Germany 

Text and Photo: Roland K. 



Servas Meeting in Kandy, Sri Lanka  

By Vipul Shaha, Servas India  



SI Environment Team is Growing 

By Karen Morian, Servas Environment Team 

(featured in Open Doors , 

servasenvironment@servas.org.  

https://usservas.org/Newsletters
mailto:servasenvironment@servas.org
http://tinyurl.com/ServasEnvironmentSurvey2025
http://tinyurl.com/ServasEnvironmentSurvey2025


Servas Embarrassing Moments 

By Michael Johnson, SINB editor 





Montreal Summer  

By Michael Johnson, SINB editor 



A Joyful Reunion 

By Suzie Bogos, Servas Montreal Coordinator 



Rooted in Simplicity, Rich in Connection:  
Servas Peace School, Türkiye, 2025 

“Be the change you wish to see in the world,”  —Mahatma Gandhi. 









SERVAS INTERNATIONAL NEWS BULLETIN  

The SINB is a newsletter produced by and for the Servas community.  
Editor and Graphic Designer: Michael Johnson 

Proofreader: Picot Cassidy   
Translators: Hélène Périn & her team,  

plus Cynthia Granados Posada & Luis Miguel Avendaño Barbero 

Please send your news for the SI News Bulletin to: newsletter@servas.org 
We encourage Servas key people around the world to forward this bulletin to  

all members. Feel free to quote us but please mention the source.  

SI EXCO 2025 — 2028  
President: Radha Radhakrishna president@servas.org 

Vice-President: Carla Kristensen vicepresident@servas.org 

Treasurer: Gülşen Elyak treasurer@servas.org 

General Secretary: Kent Macaulay generalsecretary@servas.org  

Membership & Technology Secretary: Paul Nielsen mts@servas.org  

Peace Secretary: Francisco Salomón Luna Aburto peacesecretary@servas.org 

Co-Peace Secretary, Mei Wang peacesecretary@servas.org 

Servas International is an international, non-profit, non-governmental  
federation of national Servas groups, supporting an international network  

of hosts and travellers. Our network aims to help build world peace, goodwill  
and understanding by offering opportunities for personal contacts between 

people of different cultures, backgrounds and nationalities .   

• • • 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 Radha Radhakrishna   Carla Kristensen       Kent Macaulay         Gülşen Elyak    

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

              Francisco Salomón Luna       Mei Wang              Paul Nielsen   
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