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Greetings!

During the general assembly held
in October 2025 in Dijon, France,
new S| committees were elected
and tasked with new objectives for
the next three years. We welcome
two new members to the Sl
Executive Committee — Gulsen
Elyak as the new Sl Treasurer and
Kent Macaulay, as Sl General
Secretary. At the same time, we
thank Jonny Saganger, Richard
Cabassut and Jim Leask (departing
general secretary, treasurer and co-
MTS secretary, respectively) for
their many years of devoted service
and say a fond farewell to them.
The new executive committee is
presented on the last page of this
bulletin.

The priorities for S| Exco for the
next term are —

e Execute SIGA 2025 decisions.

o Strengthening Hosting and
traveling

e Growth. Prioritize recruitment of new
members to ensure the long-term
progress of Servas.

e Peace-building

Stimulate peace activities on both a global
and national level. S| Exco recognizes that
the main responsibility for peace-building
activities rests with the SI Member Groups
and Committee and teams. Continue to
stimulate peacebuilding and intercultural
learning activities by promoting both
virtual and physical in-person meetings.
Promote youth events, peace schools,
regional meetings and other activities that
connect people for peace.
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e Continue to maintain and develop
new features for ServasOnline
System

e Continue to maintain the
servas.org website with new
attractive designs and content

Make sure a modernized website on
servas.org is attractive to existing
members and potential new
members, functional and promotes a
more peaceful world.

e Get SI’s statutes, handbook and
procedural documents in order.

o Update the S| Committees’ and SI
Teams’ mandate documents.

e SICOGA. Continuing to develop SI
Conference and General Assembly
(SICOGA)

We will keep you informed on the
progress in these goals in future
SINBs.

As always, happy traveling and
hosting.

| hope you are connecting with people
from all over the world — to promote
peace, harmony and an equitable
world.

In peace,
Radha B. Radhakrishna,
President, Servas International

A A A
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Wonderful SICOGA 2025

After theSwe€oO&Géar fpeace and understand
2025 which broughtt e gwarhled.
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oLilian Mendez, Bolivia
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3.. .. |l earn to maintain peacef ul relati or
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Youth Camp Ger many: Say

By Ingrid Stevens

The fire crackled softly as we
stood in a circle on the first
night, conversations filling the
quiet air under a sky full of
stars. Most of us had just
arrived that day, some, after
hours of travel. There weren’t
any “icebreakers” or structured
games—ijust the natural warmth

of voices meetlng for the flrst
time, in a space already full of
possibility.

A few meters away, the Neckar
River flowed gently by, setting
the tone for the days that
followed—unstructured,
thoughtful and playfully free.

We spent the weekend (March
20—23, 2025) in a cozy house
near Heidelberg. Each morning
had its own pace, and each day
brought something new:
conversations over breakfast,
workshops, impromptu games,
storytelling and lots of laughter.
We had 25 Servas members
from 12 different nations.

At one point, we gathered for
an improv workshop. Together,
we created scenes—some
ridiculous, some surprisingly
heartfelt—and we practised the
core improv principle of “Yes,
and...” You accept what’s
offered, build on it and see
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where it leads. It felt a
lot like travelling: you
never know exactly
what’s ahead, but
when you say yes to
the unexpected, the
adventure begins.

Later that day, a few of
us braved the Eis-
baden (ice bath). It
was literally freezing—
the kind of cold that
steals your breath,
unless you consciously
remind yourself to
breathe. But what
made it special wasn’t
just the temperature; it

was the energy and
encouragement we shared, the
way we drew strength from one

another’s courage. It's the kind of

experience that's hard to face
alone, but when you’re with
others, it becomes not just
possible, but exhilarating.
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Another moment that still
makes me smile was canoeing
down the Neckar. We had five
canoes and three ridiculously
large pots of couscous salad.
We carried them on the train to
the river, balancing them
carefully in the boats. At
lunchtime, we tied our canoes

together and shared heaping
2 spoonfuls of salad while
®¥ floating on the water, surround-

%4 ed by sunshine and laughter. It

was simple, and yet so good.

In Heidelberg, we strolled along
a winding path offering stun-
ning views of the city. As we
wandered through the woods
above the city, we got to know
each other more, soaking in the
charm of Heidelberg, enjoying
the moment—-curious, playful
and present.
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By the time we said goodbye, it
felt as though we had known
each other for much longer than
just a few days. There was a
lightness to it all—an open-
ness—that made everything
flow effortlessly. We left with
new friends, shared memories,
and the kind of joy that comes
from doing something real,
together.
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It wasn’t just a youth camp; it was
an invitation to embrace “Yes,
and”—to each other, to the unex-
pected, and to the wonderful
possibilities that unfold when we
approach the world with trust,
exploration, and curiosity.

[Submitted by Manuela Kuttig,
Deputy National Secretary,
Servas Germany]
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Hike in Zinal Switzerland , 44 10 July 2025

By Christoph Kuhn, Easy Group %
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Servas Sentlennsueme 2025 Zinal Switzerland
~10. Juli 2025

We'‘ve taken words mostly from afternoon: as usual, a warm
Christoph’s diary... welcome from many familiar
faces, including a Turkish and
a Taiwanese group.

What a wonderful week
meeting old friends and some

new ones. Photo: Our Taiwanese guests

Photo: In front of the Hotel sing well, and we all join in
Europe in Zinal on Friday when we know the words.
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Saturday: After the village tour
and lunch, the Easy Group
hikes.

Phot ovAl | | age wal k

In the evening, Christoph gives
a presentation on ‘Life and
Music in Val d'Anniviers’.

Sunday: We stroll uphill through
the historic part of the village to
the funicular, which takes us
high up to Tignousa, then a
long hike, over difficult
boulders, to the 143-year-old
Hotel Weisshorn. Later, the
‘weekend-only guests’ say their
goodbyes.

Monday: The Easy Group visits
the old copper mine at the back
of the valley. The young guide
is so knowledgeable, it's almost
like a theatre performance!
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The "easy group" have dinner
today and more singing (and
other activities) with musician
and choir director Guido.

Tuesday: We take a bus to
Chandolin, one Europe’s
highest villages that is inhabited
all year round (at almost 2,000

—
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metres). Today it is cloudy,
cold, and windy, so the
expected view of the Rhone

Phothel| omte Easy Gr ou
front of the gl acier

Valley is only partially visible. We take an extremely
But before turning back, we see interesting guided 3-hour tour
deep below us: the lligraben of the dam.

(and the fertile Rhone Valley)! Photm@xt page:

Phot@p/ii ew of the GUIldGhad ptequr of the d
many stairs.

Wednesdalywday i s ¢ dI

but col der . We cllbggHe n:ﬁsévfemaﬁdth? an
hour to view the @r‘épﬁPﬁP’h%’ ﬁb

gl acier | andscape Sketches.
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Photo: Guido and
Christoph, with two Swiss
folk musicians, provide
dance music: from left:
Christoph K, Christoph D,
Hanspeter, and Guido.

And then it's time to say
goodbye again:

See you at the next
Chemin de I'Amitié in the
French Alps from 26 June
to 2 July 2026.

Many thanks to the
management team for their
thorough preparation and
tireless presence.

And thank you to our
photographer Guido
Scharli! [Photo below]

Photbhwmtt omSmwoioq
the summit wil
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Learning Iltalilan from a Local, 2025

By Miles B. (Adelaide, Australia)

This year | travelled for four
months through Italy, France and
the UK. | spent two months in
Italy (January 28 — April 3) to
improve my ltalian, learn about
the culture and connect with
family in Florence and Bolzano.

| chose Italian because | love how
it sounds and want to understand
Italian books, TV and humour.

| feel a personal connection,
because as a child, | my grandma
and great-grandma spoke it.

After learning about Servas and
the SYLE programme through my
grandpa, a Servas host, | became
interested in staying with Italian
Servas members. | hoped this
would encourage me to speak
Italian, even if poorly, and
experience ltalian culture from a
local perspective.

This was different from my
original plan to stay in youth
hostels with mostly English-
speaking backpackers, which
would have limited my language
practice and offered only a tourist
view of Italy. | wanted an authen-
tic, local experience.

In November 2024, | joined
Servas, which helped me become
more compassionate and worldly.
| stayed with 11 Servas members
in Italy, all of whom were kind,
friendly and generous.

13 o

Photo from left:
Miles and Revan.

Photo from left:
Rosa and Miles
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After long days
exploring, it was
wonderful to be
welcomed by hosts
who cooked dinner
and wanted to hear
about my travels in
Italian.

Photos:

From left: Laura,
Nicola, Alberto, Miles
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Miles with classmates |

in Piedmonte.
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My family loves food, and |
enjoyed sharing international
dishes like butter chicken,
shepherd’s pie, and mac 'n’
cheese (macaroni and cheese)
with my hosts.

Learning Italian in homes was
enjoyable and easier than
classroom study.

During my thirteen stops in
Italy, | visited spectacular
churches, from the cliff-top
Cathedral of Trani to the
sandstone churches in Lecce.

| am grateful tdo
for their

ng?yO Osde \Pa's
hospi t alGrtayziend Midwent ur es,

Vol.35 - No.2 - 2025

about Australia and |
beyond textbooks.

I thank al/l my Servas
bottom of my heart, a
family and friends, f
generosity. You all t
another member of the
knew such hospitality
al | such amazing peop

Last of al thank vyo

I,
Raffaella for organiz
stays and bringing my
| i fe. You are undoubt
super person | know.

al £ tdSO| ng f o

i ncluding Iak_e t.r'PphSo’,toffarronr?w\f'e%'tt:s’ Sho\
wal ks, and swi mmi trips,. | .

. . ar.ta, "Mil'es, Enr i .o
especially enjoye visi'ting two 1Ttaliar
schools, where | al ked wiAt A At udents
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Fhe SOVOS SHITZERLAND
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Invites You

May 23 to 25, 2026 o Neuhausen am Rheinfall

Servas Switzerland warmly

invites all members to its Annual

Meeting in May 2026 in
Neuhausen am Rheinfall, in the
canton of Schaffhausen. The
town lies next to the famous
Rhine Falls (Rheinfall), the
largest waterfall in mainland
Europe, and provides an
inspiring backdrop for meeting
Servas friends from around the
world.

The weekend program will

include a hike to the Rhine Falls,

a visit to S+ Milestone, and a
visit to the historic town of
Schaffhausen. Additional hikes
and nature walks are planned,

along with plenty of time for good

conversations, shared meals,

and strengthening bonds within
the Servas community.

Neuhausen am Rheinfall is
easily accessible and offers a
beautiful mix of nature and
culture, making it an ideal
setting for our international
gathering.

We look forward to welcoming
Servas members from near
and far for a weekend of
discovery, friendship, and
inspiring exchanges.

More information

on www.servas.org or

click here (after you log in with
your password)



http://www.servas.org/
https://servas.org/event/swiss-servas-meeting-0
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Accommodation: Hotel RHEINFALL,
Zentralstrasse 60, 8212 Neuhausen am Rheinfall

https:// hotelrheinfall.com
Included are:
w2 nights including eentagti @eganisationp e
hotel, tourist tax
wlf available, free Eﬂt?thXerQ%rB{%@’"eﬁotm
(Campervan incl. br¥8Kf@myd
request) Organlsatlon Werner Lacher
wPacked lunch with aKidohgaske 23 8253unday
(wi || be provided bDle§s'iahhofen

w2 dinners at RestaurwanlaéQﬁ :?t bclkuewin.ch
Il ndi vi dual menu s 1 st

wAdmi ssion to the |ntRE|GiS:TtR|ATIONI\hyM\pm71t1str
Wunder |l and S+Mil est 2026 for the meeting. Sign in,
wCity tour in Schaff kivehys fo Servas Bwitzerland’s
crgantzer online form via:

There are 171 bay windows to WWWw.Servas.org

discover in the enchanting, Problems or Questions, e-mail:
medieval town of Schaffhausen  Werner Briihwiler,
— no other city in Switzerland wbr @my desk. ch

has more! The Munot, an
unusual building.



https://hotelrheinfall.com
mailto:w.lacher@bluewin.ch
http://www.servas.org/
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Peace Ride in France, 2025

By Claude Basile for the organizing group

(Gisele A, Edouard S, Isabelle G, Philippe B, Yves L.)

A bike ride, called the Peace
Ride, in reference to the Peace
Ride organized in Seoul after
the SICOGA in Korea, was
proposed by Servas France to
participants at the conference
in Dijon, from Thursday,
October 9 to Sunday, October
12.

This was an opportunity for the
23 people registered for the
Peace Ride to discover the
natural beauty of the Dijon
region, cycling at a leisurely
pace and breathing in the fresh
air, accompanied by six
members of Servas France.

Except for Antarctica, whose
penguins did not make the trip,
all continents were represented
in this group:

the Americas (United States,
Brazil, Mexico), Africa (Malawi),
Australia, Asia (Taiwan, Israel),
and Europe (Sweden, Finland,
Switzerland, Belgium, Germany,
Portugal, Croatia, France).

The route was a round trip from
Dijon to Dijon, mostly on bike
paths, along the Burgundy
Canal to Pouilly en Auxois,
passing through the beautiful
medieval village of
Chateauneuf.

On the first day, after a picnic in
the park next to the bike rental
shop, we cycled 30 km along
the bike path, a former towpath
along the canal.

Photo next page: Saint Victor
sur Ouche, in front of an
imposing building full of charm
where we spent the night.
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We enjoyed dinner and
breakfast, finally some good
traditional cuisine!

On Friday the 10th, under a
beautiful sun, we rode along a
quiet road towards Cha-
teauneuf. Our small group
broke up during the long climb,
in a sumptuous landscape.
Those who rented an e-bike did
not regret their choice.
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But no one was missing at
the Chateauneuf Inn to
toast in every language, a
glass of Kir (a local aperitif)
in hand. After an excellent
lunch, we took a guided
tour of the castle. Magical!
In the evening, we settled
in for two nights at the
MFR* in Pouilly (family and
rural home).

* MFR = Maisons
Familiales Rurales (Rural
Family Houses).

On Saturday the 11th, in two
groups, we enjoyed a pleasant
bike ride to the church of Saint
Thibault, a stunning Gothic
marvel in this small village. We
also visited the Chateau de
Commarin and its magnificent
grounds.
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On Sunday, we left Pouilly to
return to Dijon, under the
autumn sun that made the trees
along the canal blaze with
color: 60 km without any major
difficulties, an opportunity to
admire the tourist barges
passing through the locks.

We returned all the bikes to the
rental company in good
condition. There were no
accidents to report, and
everyone helped each other out
when difficulties arose. For
safety reasons, three equal
groups were formed, with two
French guides in each group.
Each cyclist wore a yellow vest
with the Servas logo.

Vol.35 * No.2 - 2025

The three meals we had in
restaurants were unanimously
appreciated and washed down
with wine; our gastronomic
reputation is safe!

And luckily, not a drop of rain
fell during the trip. Just a little
fog in the morning, which
quickly gave way to autumn
sunshine. Fortunate, because
we didn't have a plan B. We
had taken a big risk!

This four-day "adventure"
allowed us to forge personal
bonds during discussions along
the trails, picnics, and very
joyful evenings. We parted
reluctantly, happy to feel like
citizens of the world!
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Baltic ReEuincs, MX Destination

By Paloma Bequé of Servas Spain

On April 29, 2025, | began my
spring Interrail trip to Northern
Europe. My aim was to reach the
Baltic Republics, connecting with
their people there, and getting to
know the region, but with stops
along the way to enjoy stays with
Servas hosts and friends.

Photo: map with route

My first stop was Lyon, where
two major rivers converge. It is
known for its history of silk
manufacture its fraboule
architecture, of connecting
passageways between old
buildings. My Servas host
Florence welcomed me into her
peaceful paradise at Lentilly,
where we enjoyed vegetables
from the market and conversa-
tions about our history and
hobbies.

Photo: Paloma and Florence in
Lentilly

| continued my journey to
Hanover. Anke was waiting for
me in her cozy apartment, where
she was also hosting her friends
from Berlin, who had come to
celebrate Evangelischer
Kirchentag (German Evangelical
Church Day). The city was full of
musical performances and
gatherings of people from the
rest of Germany.

oo 21
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through the red pine forests
close to Lochoéw, near the
Vistula River basin.

Photo: Paloma and Marga
bicycling in Lochow

It was time to begin my stay
in the Baltic republics with
a stop in Vilnius, Lithuania.
This historic city has
panoramic views from the
top of the medieval castle
remains of the Gediminas
Tower, the Cathedral Bell
Tower, and the Hill of the Three
My next stop was Warsaw. My Crosses. Skaidrius was my

Photo: Paloma and Anke in
Hanover home

friend Magda and | went for a host, and we enjoyed
pleasant walk along the Vistula  conversations in English and
in the evening. We had dinner French and the delicious dishes

in the university district, and the we prepared together.
next day we went on a bike tour

TR GLUERN Y g SE TR g X%
C 3 Z
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Photo: Paloma and Skaidrius
in Vilnius home

In Latvia, | continued west
along the coast to Jurmala, a
tourist city with vast beaches
and a lot of birds. Kate and
Arthur welcomed me, and we
shared tasty smoked sardines
with cheese and a walk through
pine forests filled with blueberry
plants.

Photo: Paloma, Kate, Arthur
and in Jurmala beach

My next destination was
Tallinn, Estonia, with its
impressive medieval fortress,
and Hiiumaa Island, where Rita
awaited me. Together, we
enjoyed a tour of the island's
landscape and history, as well
as a festival of Estonian folk
music and dance.

Photo: Family dinner with
Ingela, Lasse and the
grandchildren

| travelled on north to Jarvso,
in Sweden, where Ingela and
Lasse welcomed me. Their

house was surrounded

by beehives and a
beautiful rural
landscape. | enjoyed
walks, meals, theatre
videos, and
conversations with my
friendly hosts.
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