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President’s Message  

By Radha B. Radhakrishna 
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Africa Regional Conference  

By Philip O. and Dalton O. 





• Alternatives to violence, by 
Joanne F. — an interactive 
session focusing on conflict 
resolution techniques and 
strategies 

• Climate Change, by Clara P. — 
focusing on its complex 
dynamics and the urgent need 
for action 

• Servas Youth, by young 
members from Uganda, Kenya 
and Tanzania 

• Development strategies for 
Servas Africa, by the National 
Secretaries or representatives 
from various Servas African 
groups present. 

• Role of Servas in breaking 
down prejudices, by Claudina 
M. (Portugal) — how Servas, as 
a group that provides a 

platform for hospitality and 
cultural exchange, can play a key 
role in breaking down prejudices 

• Wangari Maathai, by Carla K. — a 
presentation on the renowned 
Kenyan environmental and 
political activist, winner of the 
Nobel Peace Prize in 2004, who 
fought for environmental 
conservation and women’s rights 

• Servas.org Version 2, by the 
President, Peace Secretary and 
Vice President of SI. 

• Servas Women and CSW/UN, by 
Paige L. and Fidèle R. — on 
women’s rights and empower-
ment, highlighting the importance 
of education, mentorship and 
supportive networks in fostering 
advancements in women’s 
empowerment. Fidèle also did a 



presentation of what he, 
with RWAMREC Rwanda, is 
doing by educating men on the 
need of having a peaceful 
coexistence with women. 

• Countries presentations, by the 
different groups attending the 
conference, including music 
and dancing  

• Tree planting, by all the 
attendees — this activity was 
held during the day-off, after a 
visit to Mombasa city, including 
an Indian Temple and Fort 
Jesus. The participants were 
invited to plant trees in 
Bamburi. 

INTERNATIONAL SERVAS AFRICA 

CONFERENCE REPORT (2024) | 

Servas International 
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Australians at Peace Camp in Georgia 

By Wendy B., Servas Australia 
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Help!  
The recent tragedy in Spain and how you can help 
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A most inspiring encounter in Florence 

By Suzie B., Montreal Canada 

In 2014, the year I joined Servas, I 

was in Florence Italy to study 

Italian. I had won a scholarship 

from the Italian Cultural Institute in 

Montreal Canada. I was 

enthusiastic, but wondered how I 

could meet locals in a city which is 

overwhelmed by tourists. Servas 

day hosts answered generously:  

   > Mauro and Betty took me on 

excursions in Tuscany,  

   > I took walks and explored 

magnificent Florence with Maria 

Cristina and,  

   > Simona invited me for meals to 

her house.   

I practised the language with 

pleasure and improved quickly. 

Ten years later, my husband 

Vikram and I returned to 

Florence, where we contacted 

day hosts, some whom I had 

previously met. Alessandra 

responded warmly and 

organized a supper, along with 

her mother, Ana Luisa, and 

Servas members Simona and 

Susanna. 

 



Photos:  

 

Ana Luisa (left) and 

Alessandra, her daughter, 

picking olives in their grove. 

 

Suzie, at Casa della Pace 

or the House for Peace, about 

the same time Suzie became 

Servas Canada’s Peace 

Secretary. 



Ana Luisa, 91 years old, joined in a 

wheelchair and shared memorable 

stories, after just returning from a 

poetry reading during Peace Book 

Week. At 20, while studying 

philosophy in the USA, Ana Luisa met 

Servas founder Bob Luitweiler, and 

she has been active as a Servas 

member for the past seventy years. In 

1962, she married Alberto, a famous 

sociology professor from the 

University of Florence. Both dedicated 

their lives as peace builders 

concerned with social justice and non-

violence. They raised their four 

children with noble values in a home 

where Servas travellers have always 

been welcome. Now, Alessandra 

continues social work and participates 

in rural development projects in India. 

 

Alessandra kindly invited us to their 

country home, a 15th century convent, 

which her parents purchased in 1981 

and converted into the Casa della 

Pace. Alberto realized his dream of 

creating a center of studies of non-

violence: they named it the House 

for Peace. It is a magnificent estate 

with an olive grove and garden in 

San Giminagno. [Photo below] 

 

For ten years, they organized 

summer camps, inviting educators 

and trainers from all over the world 

to study and to run workshops so 

that youth could become acquainted 

with the concept of non-violence. 

Participants and social activists from 

India, Belgium, the USA and 

elsewhere came to share their ideas 

and experience. Nowadays, Servas 

and Workaway volunteers are 

regularly hosted. 

 

Ana Luisa impressed us with her 

energy. A few days later, she and 

Alessandra participated in the World 

Peace March in Florence, which 

started in Costa Rica on October 2. 



 Alessandra was also preparing 

and coordinating with members 

from Tuscany to travel to Servas 

Italy’s annual assembly which 

took place in Bari on October 25, 

2024. Both mother and daughter 

spread the message of peace, 

even while travelling on the train. 

At the same time, following this 

warm-hearted encounter, I 

agreed to serve as Servas 

Canada’s Peace Secretary. 

 

Photo right:  

Ana Luisa and her daughter 

Alessandra. 

 

Photo below: Ana Luisa on a 

train going to the Servas Italy 

conference. 
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SERVAS WOMEN — Who Are We?    

By Karen M. 
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Climate Justice  

must be at the Heart of  SI Activities 

By Clara P., Servas Britain and Ireland 



• Carla K, SI Vice President, introduced 
the formidable Kenyan female 
activist and Nobel Prize winner 
Wangari Maathai who inspired 
millions with her tree planting 
activities and brave campaigns to 
defend political prisoners and 
forests. The film Taking Root: the 
Vision of Wangari Maathai can be 
watched online, if you click here. 

• Clara P, from Servas Britain and 
Ireland, held a session on the issue 
of climate justice for East Africa. She 
highlighted the terrifying impact of 
climate change on the region and 
gave an insight about the infamous 
East Africa Crude Oil Pipeline, a 
“carbon bomb” that has already 
displaced 100,000 people in the 
region and threatens Lake Victoria 
and many National Parks. You can 
check the presentation here. 
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Peace Thinkers 

Members Meet at Thinkers Lodge National Historic Site 

By Teresa K., Nova Scotia Member Administrator, Canada 
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Seeds of  Hope 

By Amanda Stark of  Hobart, Tasmania, Australia 

Servas members were involved in the 

tree-planting and we were able to display 

our wonderful banner. The Lord Mayor, 

Anna Reynolds, also gave me the 

opportunity to speak to the gathering, as 

a representative of Servas Tasmania.  

Photo, right: Servas banner with 

Jonathan and Amanda (right) 

https://www.mayorsforpeace.org/en/members/list-members/
https://www.mayorsforpeace.org/en/members/list-members/
https://www.mayorsforpeace.org/en/members/list-members/


The HCC’s Facebook page begins:  

Today we planted a very special 

little tree… 

To read more of the planting go to:  

Photo, below:  

City of Hobart staff Travis [left] with 

Amanda Stark, ready to plant. 

Photo, top right:  

Planting the ginkgo tree at Hobart's 

Peace Park. 

Photo, bottom right:  

An origami peace crane. 

 

Mayors for Peace were nominated 

for the 2011 Nobel Peace Prize. This 

is one of many peace organisations 

that gain by collaborating. 

To learn more, go to: https://
en.wikipedia.org/wiki/
Mayors_for_Peace . 
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My SYLE in Brittany 

By Pauline 
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Active Germans  

By Manuela K., Deputy National Secretary, Servas Germany 
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Closer than You Think 

By Michael Johnson, SINB editor 
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SERVAS INTERNATIONAL NEWS BULLETIN  

The SINB is a newsletter produced by and for the Servas community.  
Editor and Graphic Designer: Michael Johnson 

Proofreader: Picot Cassidy   
Translators: Isabelle Girard & her team, plus Cynthia Granados Posada  

Please send your news for the SI News Bulletin to: newsletter@servas.org 
We encourage Servas key people around the world to forward this bulletin to  

all members. Feel free to quote us but please mention the source.  

SI EXCO 2022 — 2025  
President: Radha Radhakrishna president@servas.org 

Vice-President: Carla Kristensen vicepresident@servas.org 

Treasurer: Richard Cabassut treasurer@servas.org 

General Secretary: Jonny Sågänger  generalsecretary@servas.org  

Membership & Technology Secretary: Paul Nielsen mts@servas.org  

Membership & Technology Co-Secretary: Jim Leask mts@servas.org  

Peace Secretary: Francisco Salomón Luna Aburto peacesecretary@servas.org 

Co-Peace Secretary, Mei Wang peacesecretary@servas.org 

Servas International is an international, non-profit, non-governmental  
federation of national Servas groups, supporting an international network  

of hosts and travellers. Our network aims to help build world peace, goodwill  
and understanding by offering opportunities for personal contacts  

between people of different cultures, backgrounds and nationalities .   
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